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English – “Let him have it” Essay

How does the director manipulate the audience in the final sequence of “let him have it!”
Derek Bentley was hung for murder in the 1950’s and this was one of the last hanging’s in England.
The context of this story is important is because the reasons of hanging Derek can still be debated about now. I think that the director is aiming for is to make the audience feel sorry for Derek and his family and to show that killing a young lad of nineteen years old and has the mental age of eleven is wrong, And even worse I think personally that he is innocent, And has been blamed for a crime which he did not commit.
The effect on the camera when it zooms slowly in on Derek and the guard until you see only Derek writing his name, I think this makes you feel sad and also you realise just how he really is not a capable boy mentally, And he cant write so he had to get a guard to write the letter for him and he found it so hard just to write his name. To prove to his parents that is was him that wrote the letter
As Derek is saying his letter to the guard his voice rises and says “I’ll tell you what mum, one day the truth of this story will come out and on that day a lot of people are going to get in a lot of trouble”. This tells the audience that Derek thinks he is not guilty (as so do I personally).
The director included Derek Bentley talking about his little brother, Dennis and his pet dogs is because it shows that he is not forgetting about them and he loves them, this gives an effect on the audience, it makes them feel sympathy for him because he will never see him again.
This scene is a good lead up to the execution because it represents Derek’s final goodbye to his family, and he and the audience knows now that he will be executed for sure and nothing can save him.
In the scene of Derek praying the director had used the panning shot of Derek’s family at home and Derek getting prepared for his execution. This makes the audience feel a mood of just how alone Derek was at his execution.

The camera pans around the family. This brings you closer to what’s happening in the family house because you understand just how much it has effected Derek’s family and how there feeling.

The family look at the clock constantly because they are checking the time to find out if his life has ended or how long he has left to live depending on which way you look at it.
The director makes the execution more religious by giving Derek is a chance to enter the gates of saint peter or heaven by saying the bible that is also being said in the background by a priest as Derek kneels and his hands together and the light from the window is shinning on him.
When the clock strikes nine o’clock the director makes it really sudden by using loads of close up shots, that are run really fast and only sound effects are used like a belt tightening on Derek’s hands for example or the sound of Derek’s breathing through the bag. There is no other music played in this scene.
As the audience is now focused on Derek and what’s happening to him for example seeing Derek’s hands tied, or once again seeing the bag put over his head.

Derek has been hanged and his body is now dangling and you get to see that his shoes have fallen off and in my opinion it just shows how quick the execution actually is, I think it makes the audience feel as if it was only quick and not painful at all.
The audience feel that the government and the law should have considered that Derek was innocent of murdering a policeman, but also that he was guilty stealing the keys does that mean he should have been hanged just for theft? These would be some of the questions that audience would have thought of.

The final image of the clock stopping is a symbol of Derek’s life because his life has ended, It also makes sense because the clock stopped when he died and that represents his life.
