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English-Mrs Murphy
Examine Shakespeare’s stagecraft in act 3, scene 1 of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, focusing in particular on the characterisation of Mercutio and the impact of the scene on the structure of the play and on the audience.

Shakespeare’s as a play writer/stage writer and the way he produced Mercutio’s character is very imaginative and very impressive. This essay 

is to show my understanding of the play and show how act 3, scene 1 had a major impact on the audience and how Mercutio’s character is structured.

Act 3 scene 1 is set in ‘fair’ Verona where Benvolio and Mercutio are standing in the streets; Mercutio is looking for a fight with the Capulet’s. Benvolio doesn’t want him to have a fight and wants to take him to a place where a fight cannot happen. “I pray thee Mercutio, let’s retire

The day is hot, the capels are abroad, And, if we meet, we shall not scape a brawl For now these hot days, is the mad blood stirring”. This shows that Benvolio is the calm type of character who doesn’t like fights.

The words used such as ‘mad blood stirring’ means that tempers between the two families (Capulet’s and Montague’s) are rising, as Mercutio always wants a fight. The audience is therefore expecting a fight to happen.

Mercutio mocks Benvolio of being scared of a fight because Benvolio said: “thy head is full of quarrels “and “if I was as quarrelsome as you, id be dead in an hour        And a quarter”. This means that Mercutio is always wants to start a fight and He’s saying that if he were like Mercutio he would be dead within an hour and a quarter. 

The Capulet’s enter this scene they only want to talk and have no quarrel with Mercutio or Benvolio. Mercutio does not care and wants to start a fight.

“Make it a word and a blow”. This means

Mercutio intends to fight the capulets right now.

Benvolio wants to take Tybalt and Mercutio to a more private place if a fight was to take place or the prince would find otherwise. So he says this:

“Either withdraw into some private place or reason coldly of your grievances, or else depart, here all eyes gaze upon us”.

Benvolio wants them to move because he is afraid of what the prince said. He had said this:

“If you ever disturb our streets again, your lives will pay the forfeit of the peace”. 

Benvolio worries that if Mercutio and Tybalt fight now that the prince will punish them with the death penalty and it would be likely the prince would find out that they did have a fight.

Mercutio however does not care about what happens to him, he wants to fight anyway. This I think shows to the audience Mercutio as being a stubborn character.

Romeo enters this scene and Tybalt immediately challenges him to a duel because of the fact he could not do anything when Romeo gatecrashed his uncle’s party because his uncle didn’t want to be embarrassed in front of his guests and wreck his party so therefore Tybalt’s uncle did not allow him to fight Romeo at the party. Romeo does not want to fight Tybalt, this angers Mercutio because of Tybalt’s denial to fight him. 

Romeo wants to make peace and not fight with Tybalt because he is married to Juliet (Tybalt is Juliet’s cousin) he refuses to fight by hinting that he is now family. By saying: “And so good Capulet, which name I tender as dearly as my own, be satisfied”.

Mercutio is still outraged by Romeos refusal to fight him and he then fights Tybalt in his place. “Tybalt you rat catcher, will you walk”? He uses this to taunt him into fighting him instead of Romeo

Mercutio really wants to fight Tybalt and keeps insulting him until he accepts his challenge. This say’s that Mercutio will not rest till he gets what he wants.

As Mercutio and Tybalt were fighting each other Romeo tries to stop the fight as he wants peace between the two families, so he got in the way of the fighting by stepping in-between there swords and tried to reason with Tybalt and Mercutio. Tybalt stabs Mercutio under Romeos arm, Mercutio is going to die now.

As Mercutio is dying he keeps saying “a plague a’ both your houses.” He is cursing both houses and blames them all for his death because if the two families didn’t have a feud then he wouldn’t be dying.

While Mercutio is about to die he says “ask for me tomorrow as you shall find me a grave man”. 

Shakespeare has used a word that has two meanings this is a metaphor. For example one of them meaning he will be dead and be in a grave and the other meaning he won’t be feeling too good.

Mercutio also says: 

“They have made worms meat of me”. 

What Mercutio is saying here is he is worms food and worms eat humans when they are dead underground. This shows that Mercutio can still be a joker and good fun, and doesn’t take life that seriously even in the face of death! And the audience is affected emotionally because of Mercutio’s death.

