
We develop moture vocobulories by being exposed to unusuol words in context.
With this in mind, let's look ot o study thot meosured the omount of unusuol words
we come ocross from vorious listening ond reoding sources.

Number of Rare Words Met per Thousand

Listening
Rore words per thousond

Adult  to chi ld.  6 months 9.3

Adult to child, 3 yeors 9.0

Adult  to chi ld,  I0 yeors 11 .7

Adult  to odult 17.3

Prime time TV 22.7

R.eoding
Rore words per thousond

Chi ldren's book 30.9

Adult book 52.7

Comic book 53.5

Populor mogozine 65.7

Newspoper 68.3

Scientific poper 128

(Source: Hoyes ond Ahrens 1 988)
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