
The mokers of the drug Meridio ore being sued in q closs oct ion lowsuit .  Some ore
cloiming the drug is hormful.  Reod the fol lowing not ice posted on the Internet by o
low f i rm:

FDA Petitioned to Ban Abbott Drug Meridia: Drug Related

to 33 Deaths and Hundreds of Iniuries

On Morch 27,2002, Schif f r in & Borrowoy, LLP f i led o not ionol c loss oct ion lowsuit
in New Jersey on beholf of oll persons who were Prescribed the weight loss drug
Sibutromine, olso known os Meridio (Reduct i l  outside the United Stotes).  As ol leged
in the comploint,  Abbott  Loborotor ies, lnc.,  USA, Knol l  Phormoceut icols Co.,  BASF
Corporotion ond BASF Phormo ore nomed os the defendonts in this oction due to
their  responsibi l i ty in monufoctur ing, promoting, morket ing, distr ibut ing, ond sel l ing
Meridio. The drug wos or iginol ly monufoctured ond distr ibuted in New Jersey. The

closs oct ion seeki to (1) inform the publ ic thot users ond consumers of Meridio ore
ot on increosed risk of horm ond/or deoth, (2) estoblish o medicol monitoring fund
so thot every consumer moy be tested ond treoted for the odverse effects of Meridio,
(3) reimburie monies poid for the product,  (4) provide compensot ion to ol l  v ict ims
for personol in iur ies ond deoth.

On Morch 19,2002, o consumer wotchdog group, Publ ic Cit izen, pet i t ioned the
Food ond Drug Adminisirot ion (FDA) to bon the ont i-obesity medicot ion Meridio,
l inking the drug to 29 deoths in the United Stotes ond four in Europe ond olmost 400
odverse reoctions from use of the drug.

Meridio wos ini t io l ly developed os on ont i-depressont,  but dur ing the ini t io l
development of the drug, Knoll noted thot Meridio hod on obility to produce weight
loss ond in 

,l990, 
Knoll begon testing Meridio specificolly os on onti-obesity ogent.

On September 26, 
, l996, 

the FDA odvisory committee decl ined to recommend
opprovol of  Meridio,  c loiming thot "sibutromine hos on unsot isfoctory. r isk-benef i t
rotio ond, therefore, this reviewer recommends non-opprovol of the originol
submission." The committee olso expressed concern obout blood Pressure increose
experienced by study porticiponts. Following the FDAs initiol disopprovol, .Knoll
pushed for fost trock opprovol. In 1997, the Food ond Drug.Administrotion (FDA)

did opprove Meridio, colling it "moderotely effective" ot helping potients .lose
weighi.'Todoy, worldwide, Meridio is morketed in seventy (20) countries ond sold os
Reduct i l  in Europe. l t  is est imoted thot 8.5 mi l l ion people globol ly hove token Meridio
since its opprovol. An estimoted 2 million people in the United Stotes currently toke

the medicot ion.

Schiffrin & Borrowoy, LLP hos exlensive experience in hondling closs oction litigotion,
including drug l i t igot ion, such os our recent involvement in the not ionwide Boycol

closs ociion litigotion. Attorneys in our firm ore prepored to ossist those who hove

endured iniuriei ond suffering from toking this reportedly unsofe supplement, ond
ore reody to help those with questions obout the effects of this supplement on their

heolth in the future.

lf you or o fomily member hove token Meridio ond developed ony of the symptoms
reported obove, or ore concerned obout the pote-ntiol effect this supplement con

hove on your body in the future, pleose coll our office toll-free ond speok with one

of our ottorneys ot l-888-299-7706.

(Source: Schiffrin & Borrowoy, LLP)


