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RAMPAC
	MT. DOUGLAS SENIOR HIGH SHCOOL
Parents Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 19th, 2003

Mt. Douglas High School Library


In attendance: 

	Eric Flanagan – Co-chairperson
	Linda Bartram - Parent

	Joyce Yao - Parent
	Nellva Kurylo-Parent

	Cam Bartram - Secretary
	Lisa Ruta-Parent

	Sloan Vereecken – Student Rep
	Kathryn Cowden

	Meva Sundher - Principal, Mt. Doug School
	Jan Ross (Bingo Coordinator)

	John Roche – Treasurer
	Agnes Li Foa Wing – Communications Rep

	Paul Thomas - Vice Principal, Mt Doug School
	June Saracuse-Grade 11 Rep

	Kim Potash—Grade 10 Rep
	Liam Arthurs--parent

	Cheryl Anseeuw - Parent
	

	John Kooyman--parent
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


1. Call to order – Eric Flanagan


Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM.  

2.  Adoption of agenda


Agenda adopted without change.
3.  Approval of October 15, 2003 Minutes  

Correction (John Roche):

VCPAC web site corrected to:

http://www.vcpac.ca/

Moved (Nellva Kurylo), seconded (John Roche) that the minutes be accepted as amended  – Carried.

4. Student Council/Leadership/Grad report – Sloan Vereecken

-Leadership workshop to be offered at SJ Willis this upcoming weekend.


-two staff members are now honored each week by the students and given a prize (e.g. ‘RAMBucks’)


-Coats-for-Kids program now underway; in partnership with Coast Capital Savings


-Stream of Dreams involving aquatic artwork also happening--intended to promote protection of fish habitat


-Xmas dance will be held Dec 10th this year.  Parent help again needed!


-Dec 19th is the day for Santa’s Breakfast


-Grad Xmas Banquet also being planned for Dec. 17th.  Tickets will likely be $20/person.


-Talent show Dec. 3rd.  Expect great things!

5. President’s report (Eric)

See VCPAC committee report.

6. Administration report


Vice-principle (Paul Thomas).

-Paul provided a comparison of the current (1995) and new (2004) graduation requirements with the aid of a handout.  See the following website for links to further details.


http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/graduation/ 



-retreat planned with administration and department heads to explore any implementation issues

-The Challenge Program will be introduced at Mt. Doug next year.  Meeting held at Cedar Hill involving currently involved parents.  They are generally happy with program;  ‘Mirror image’ desired at Mt.Doug.  Becomes harder  to keep students together however at the higher grade levels.


Principal (Meva Sundher)

-Regular homeroom sessions have now been dropped because hard to fit in.  As a compromise, they will still occur but less frequently on an ‘as required’ basis.

-invited speaker will present on the topic of driving injuries (e.g. prevention strategies; family impacts, etc.).  Will be offered to the Grade 11’s and 12’s on December 1st.

-post secondary Liaison Day happened today.  Involved several  institutions (e.g. UBC, BCIT, SFU, UNBC, UVIC).  Also a high attendance level by the Grade 12’s.



-Remembrance Assembly was most impressive this year.



-Each final exam will continue to happen simultaneously for all students, grades 9 through 12.

-The need for healthy snacks has received more attention lately.  It is difficult to implement improvements however given student preferences and the financial returns to the school from the vending machines.

-Report cards have been sent home.  More detail now included, but Meva is still concerned about the subjective nature of the ‘G’,’S’, and ‘U’ grades for effort.  Improved criteria are currently being developed for these grades.

-Recent driving incident involving several students in the parking lot was an issue at the school.  Meva stated this was resolved quickly and effectively.

6. Committee Reports

Bingo (Jan Ross)

-more volunteers needed, easy work for only about an hour; also big financial return for the students at Mt. Doug.  

School Planning Council (John Roche)

-last meeting was held in mid October.  The Council report is now at the School District office.  Final version to be posted to the Mt. Doug website.

-next Council meeting will be held in January when the report will be presented to the Board of Trustees.

-the ‘ramp-up’ for the next Council will also begin in January (e.g. new parent representatives to be elected).

Communications (Agnes Li Foa Wing)

-Agnes will be coordinating the Staff Appreciation Lunch this year (Dec 11th ).

VCPAC (Eric Flanagan)

-The October meeting was held at Richmond Elementary.  Break-out sessions included the role of VCPAC and the VCPAC reps.  Comments/questions?  Eric asks for your input.

-VCPAC continues to coordinate the Crossing Guard Program.  Funding from multiple sources; one coordinator for the entire program.  

-Second meeting held at Campus View; also VCPAC day last Saturday involving about 50 parents (PAC treasurers’ workshop, presidents’ workshop, safe and healthy schools).

-Parent survey planned for the new year.

-there is also a Consultation Process Improvement Committee which has the full support of the Trustees.  Let Eric know if you would like to participate.

-Nellva Kurylo reports that the Advocacy Project is also now well established.  This initiative is about parents helping parents to understand the school system.  It is designed to help clarify issues and offer options for resolution.  For more information:

web:  http://www.vcpac.ca/advocacy.shtml

E-mail:  advocacy@vcpac.ca  

Phone:  475 4193 (press line 2).

Budget (John Roche)

-Motion to nominate John as the RAMPAC treasurer was made by Jan Ross; seconded by Linda Bartram; carried unanimously. 

-John presented a draft budget to the membership, as prepared by the RAMPAC Executive, with a motion to approve; seconded by Jan Ross. 

-A motion to amend the budget  was made by Linda Bartram as follows: 

-move $500 for the table saw funding to athletics

-move $2500 from the current assets to athletics

-move $630 from the current assets to cover the costs of a replacement photocopier.

Seconded by Cam Bartram.   Amendment approved by the membership.  

-original motion was  approved as amended.  

8.  New Business


-no new business.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm.  

Next General Meeting Wednesday January 21th, 2004, Mt Doug. School Library at 7. 00 p.m.  (No meeting in December).
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