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RAMPAC
	MT. DOUGLAS SECONDARY SCHOOL
Parents Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 21st, 2004

Mt. Douglas School Library


In attendance: 

	Eric Flanagan – Co-chairperson
	Linda Bartram - Parent

	V. Collins--Parent
	Nellva Kurylo-Parent

	Cam Bartram - Secretary
	Patty Freeman – Co-chairperson

	Ted Krickan – Student Rep
	June Saracuse-Grade 11 Rep

	Meva Sundher - Principal, Mt. Doug School
	Jan Ross (Bingo Coordinator)

	John Roche – Treasurer
	Agnes Li Foa Wing – Communications Rep

	Paul Thomas - Vice Principal, Mt Doug School
	

	Cheryl Anseeuw - Parent
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


1. Call to order – Patty Freeman


Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM.  

2.  Adoption of agenda


Moved (John Roche), seconded Eric Flanagan that the agenda be adopted without change--Carried.
3.  Approval of November 19, 2003 Minutes  

Correction in Administration report section (Eric Flanagan):


Spelling of ‘vice-principal’ incorrect. 

Moved (Jan Ross), seconded (June Saracuse) that the minutes be accepted as amended  – Carried.

4. Student Council/Leadership/Grad report – Ted Krickan


-Not too much happening at the moment.  Exam preparation is now the focus.


-After exams, concert with local band planned along with a Valentines Dance.


-Feb 6-8th is the ski trip to Sun Peaks.

5. Administration Report

Principal (Meva Sundher).

-the description of the  “G, S, U” work habit grades have now been better formalized and will be posted in the school.  This will give a better understanding of what each grade means and a higher consistency in application.   This initiative has had a favourable response elsewhere; other schools in the district have adopted this description.

-We now have nine student teachers; predominantly at the grade 9-10 levels.

-Colin Quail is retiring at the end of the school year.  He has been a great innovator and asset to Mt. Doug.

-a recent meeting of trustees, parents, administrators and staff  in the Mt. Doug school family was very successful.  All participants were treated as equals, with much sharing of experience…..”an improved level of consultation”.

-Meva will be retiring this month.  A student (Sabrina Yao) organized a surprise assembly to honour Meva’s contribution to the school.  He acknowledged this event to be a highlight of his career.

   Vice-principal (Paul Thomas).

- Cross grade exams will now happen in all core areas.  This means that students will all write the same exam for each course at the same time.  

- The course selection process is now looming and the Course Guide is in preparation.  This task must consider the dual graduation requirements that currently exist at the school.

6.     Committee Reports

Treasurer (John Roche)


John reviewed the budget and expenditures-to-date.  We are on track; no particular problems currently exist.

PST rebates can be claimed for select purchases.   The original invoice is required however.  Some $350 has been recently claimed, much retroactively

Bingo (Jan Ross)

-more volunteers always needed, easy work for only about an hour with big financial returns.  It’s important that we start recording volunteer activities at Mt. Doug.  This will help to ensure that we maintain our status as a Bingo participant.  ‘Sign-up’ sheets will need to be posted for this purpose.    

Communications (Agnes Li Foa Wing)

-Agnes offers her thanks to all parents who provided food and helped out at the Staff Appreciation Lunch in December.

Motion regarding teacher appreciation

Moved (John Roche) and seconded (Patty Freeman) that RAMPAC ask the chairperson to write a letter to the principal, for distribution to the teachers, acknowledging the dedication that has been shown; especially in regards to the tutorials provided for the upcoming exams.  Carried.

VCPAC (John Roche, Eric Flanagan)

Motion passed to re-introduce librarians back to full-time status, but using new funding only.  With the expected further budget reductions this ‘new funding’ restriction could limit options available to the trustees. 

Sonia Currie has been making presentations to the municipalities in regards to enhanced funding for the crossing guard program (e.g. City of Victoria pays only 20%; school districts the rest)

The VCPAC AGM is coming up.  As usual, positions are open.  If parents are interested let the RAMPAC executive know so we can nominate you.

Two awards for outstanding contribution exist; one for parents (the ‘Gail Edwards’ award’) and one for staff.  Penny Lopez is the contact.  See the VCPAC website for more details--     http://www.vcpac.ca/.  March 1st is the deadline for nominations.

School Planning Council

The next school plan is due in June.   A new Council will need to be formed.  The school would like to see one of the existing parents stay on the Council; thus two new parents are needed.  John Roche found it to be a great experience; one where you can have a significant impact.  The first introductory session will be at S.J. Willis school on Feb 18th at 4:00PM.  The new parent members will need to be elected by RAMPAC.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

[Note:  following adjournment, Patty Freeman then John Roche acknowledged Meva Sundher’s fine character and important contribution to the school.  Patty, on behalf of RAMPAC, then presented a clock to Meva.   RAMPAC members added to this show of appreciation with hand clapping all round.  This was followed by an informal reception with refreshments.]

Next General Meeting Wednesday February 18th, 2004, Mt Doug. School Library at 6:30 p.m.  
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