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RAMPAC
	MT. DOUGLAS SECONDARY SCHOOL
Parents Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 21st, 2004

Mt. Douglas School Library


In attendance: 

	Keith McCallion- Principal
	Linda Bartram - Parent

	Joyce Yao-Parent
	Sabrina Yao-Student

	Cam Bartram - Secretary
	Patty Freeman – Co-chairperson

	Eric Flanagan – Co-chairperson
	John Roche -- Treasurer

	
	Lisa Ruta-Parent

	
	


1. Call to order  – Patty Freeman


Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM; all attendees welcomed.  

2. Approval of March 24th, 2004 Minutes  

Moved (Linda Bartram), seconded (Joyce Yao) that the minutes be accepted  – Carried.

3. Student Council Report (Sabrina Yao)

-Battle of the Bands planned for May 5th; a fundraiser for a third world, well building project

-April is Cancer month; students have been helping out with the canvassing

-Also, helping with the Times Colonist 10K run 

-Leadership events planned in Strathcona Park and Nanaimo

- 24 hr. relay team will be formed this year (run is June 26th)

-Canucks hockey night held recently (one of the games they lost!).

4. Treasurer’s Report (John Roche)

-Bingo revenues more than previously reported; this will serve to offset our deficit for this year.

- $2000 still to be requested the musical

-Funding for athletics now pretty well depleted.

5. Administration Report (Keith McCallion)

-District Budget update:  Slight increase in the student-to-staff ratio will equate to the loss of about ½ a teaching position at Mt. Doug.  This does not seem like a big impact, but these little cuts add up over time.  Also, it is likely that we will see a $100,000 loss to the Career Prep program across the district.

-Keith will be looking at the staffing list for next year soon.  

-A draft timetable for next year will be drawn up in time to resolve course-scheduling issues by the end of this school year.  This will help make things more manageable next September.

-The The Police Forum was outstanding.  Post-forum comments will be requested from those who attended.

Keith asked RAMPAC for input on two issues:

Issue 1.  How best to address any planned grad events involving alcohol? 

RAMPAC agreed with a suggestion from John Roche:  include a summary of the Dry-Grad events in the next Newsletter and emphasize that these events are the only ones sanctioned by the school.

Issue 2.  What policy should exist for student upgrading after Grade 12?  

This is becoming more of an issue with the increased student numbers at the school.  Keith proposed the following priority list:


-New students to Grade 12 first

-Then repeat students who have not completed the grad requirements, despite their best efforts


-Then repeat students who have graduated but wish to return to improve their GPA. 

RAMPAC endorsed this priority, with general agreement that individual circumstances will need to be considered (some flexibility is still required).

John Roche asked that consideration be given for a photo opportunity with parents at some point during the Grad Banquet event.  Keith said he would follow-up on this.

         4. Committee Reports

Bingo 

Question was raised by from Eric Flanagan:  can the athletics parents provide volunteers over the summer?  After talking to an athletics teacher, Keith confirmed that they could.


VCPAC (Eric Flanagan)

Eric provided highlights of the last meeting at South Park School.  Check out their website for more details  (www.bccpac.bc.ca).   Mayo McDonough is the new president.  Eric noted that our VCPAC allotment should now be a bit higher ($120, up from $100) given that fewer schools now exist in the District.

Facility fine arts enhancement (Patty Freeman)
As a follow-up to the last meeting Patty reports that she and June Saracuse had a meeting with John Fawcett planned for the next day to better identify fine arts facility requirements.  Patty and June are now forming a committee of 10 to 12 community members that will look into ways to make this happen.  One thought: a fund-raiser involving Nelly Furtado or perhaps David Foster.  Anyone interested in helping build Mt. Doug a new fine arts theatre should contact Patty Freeman at (250) 598-2153 or pef10@shaw.ca. 
5. School Planning Council.

The new Council held their first meeting recently.  Ellen Dashwood is the new student representative.  They plan to have a draft report for RAMPAC by the next meeting; the final report deadline is June 15th.The process is now ‘well underway’.

6. New Business 

Eric Flanagan reports that the BCCPAC AGM will occur May 15/16 and we need to address the 30 resolutions that have been tabled in some way.  RAMPAC endorsed the following motion.

Moved (John Roche), seconded (Eric Flanagan) that Patty and Eric will complete the BCCPAC Resolution form on behalf of RAMPAC and forward it to Mayo McDonough  as our proxy.  Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Next RAMPAC Meeting:  Wednesday May 19th, 2004, Mt. Doug. School Library at 7:00pm.
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