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RAMPAC
MT. DOUGLAS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Parents Advisory Council

Minutes 
GENERAL MEETING

March 27, 2002 7:00 PM

In attendance: 

Cheryl Anseeuw  -  Co-Chairperson
Linda Bartram - Communications Co-ordinator 

Nellva Kurylo - Parent
Maureen Atherton - Emergency Preparedness Co-ordinator

Miriam Rostek - Treasurer
Emily MacDonald – Student Council

Allison Hobbs – Teacher, Mt Doug School
John Bird – VCPAC Rep.

Meva Sundher - Principal, Mt. Doug School
Lana Olague – Student Council

Deb Courville -  Vice Principal, Mt Doug School
Shaun Skelton – Student Grad Chair

Tom Ferris – SD 61 Trustee








1. Introduction and Changes to the Agenda - Cheryl Anseeuw

· Welcomed all present. Students thanked for attending. 

2. Recognition and thanks - Cheryl Anseeuw
· Thanks to Judy Langford and all Bingo Volunteers for looking after our Bingo commitments. 

· Thanks to parents who are volunteering in the many ways that we don’t always hear about, ie. providing transportation, support for musical production. 

3. Secretary Report - February  20th PAC General Meeting Minutes

· Minutes of February meeting posted on RAMPAC web site and copies distributed. Errors noted. 
· Moved (Linda Bartram) and seconded (Nellva Kurylo) that February  Meeting minutes accepted subject to corrections as noted. Approved.

4.1. Student Council Presentation – Lana Olague
· Mural approved for Multi-purpose room, artwork by Bria and paints paid for by the council ~$300. 

· Ski trip has 51 students taking part

· May blood donor clinic will be an inter-school challenge and will involve students and adults associated with Mt. Doug

· Multi-cultural week April 22-26 is still in planning process, hoping to involve some NGO’s and have a high profile speaker as a feature for one centre block

· Intergenerational project started March 26 at Berwick House, this will continue with 1 hour visits on Tuesdays

· Counterattack speaker, Norbert Georget, on March 26 was very good

· Final dance is May 8th and will be needing parent volunteers for that

.

4.2 Student/Parent Grad report Shaun Skelton/John Bird 

· Lock-in at Oak Bay is April 5th, begins at 10pm at the school and there will be 2 buses for transporting students, will need some parent supervision 
· Club Grad receipts were tallied and there are 230 kids participating.
· Discussion about the BC Liquor Board fundraiser, not much known about it but Mim will check it out.
· John believes that the parent volunteers we have signed up will be sufficient for the upcoming events.
5. Correspondence (Cheryl Anseeuw)  - See Chair report

6. Principals Report  (Meva Sundher) – Provincial government exam results in for the Jan. ’02 exam period and the results from Mt. Doug were significantly higher in all but one of the ten examinable areas.  As staff are looking toward plans for the Gr. 9-12 configuration there is some investigation into a Friday School.  This idea was discussed and the parent feedback provided was in favour of using the time for a study/make-up block and not a discipline strategy.  A plagiarism incident arose in the school and was dealt with, resulting in a need to develop a school-wide policy.  Some discussion around district budget challenges took place; social equity envelope has been designated only until ’03, there is a committee of administrators meeting and they will report to the board on some new cost-saving strategies, and there is a decline in morale among staff that relates to the expected cuts to staff and programs. 

6.1 Teacher Presentation (Allison Hobbs) – Allison thanked the PAC for the funding for the computer and associated items.  The resources are being well-used by all students in the school and have proven to be a true necessary asset for students assigned to the resource room.  She appreciates that the resources provided have been a catalyst to bringing different students into the resource room.  Allison thanked Linda Bartram and John Bird for advocating for the resource room materials.

6.2 Administration Presentation (Deb Courville) – Exemplary 9-12 Schools is the focus of a working group of 10 secondary administrators and the draft document was circulated.  A common language to all schools is being implemented in these documents and they are being worked on district-wide for grades K-12.  The essential pillars for secondary schools are connection, instructional practices, organization and accountability.  The guiding principles for each pillar have been identified as well as possible practices.

7. Chair report (Cheryl Anseeuw)

· Plenty of information from a variety of sources on new legislation affecting education, teacher contracts, etc.

· Gaming application just finished peer review process, no funds will be sent until mid-April.

· Package for BCCPAC Annual Meeting complete with resolutions information.  It was decided to forward the information of the resolutions pertinent to Mt. Doug to the parents so that they could be read and then discussed at the April meeting.  Cheryl will make sure that people receive the info.

8. Committee Reports

8. 1  Grade 12  - No report

8. 2  Grade 11 – No report

8. 3 Graduation (John Bird) . – Students organizing grad are holding regular meetings and they will soon have a budget together that will be presented.  Discussion about the costs/requirements/expectations of each grad event and decision was made to find a way to better communicate this information to parents and students.
6. 4  Communication (Linda Bartram) – Need to find date for next newsletter.  Cheryl noted that Bingo will need to have some  space devoted to it in order to keep up our volunteer base.

6. 5 Emergency Preparedness (Maureen Atherton).
· Will be looking into outdoor boxes and some possible municipal involvement as well as a possibility of  any sort of joint venture with Fairburn.
6. 6 Bingo – Cheryl

· As per new Gaming Commission Rules for Bingo we have advertised 7-11 Bingo through our website and a poster in the staff room. 
6. 7 Fundraising – No report 

6. 8 VCPAC November 20th Meeting Report – John Bird

· VC PAC Meeting and presidents reports are posted on VC PAC web site. 

· Presented a draft of the constitution changes

· Material from the March 14 district budget meeting was circulated and discussed.  Trustee Tom Ferris assisted in answering some questions and addressing some concerns.  An open letter from the Board of Trustees went home to all Mt. Doug parents.  There will be many budget meetings over the next few weeks and people are encouraged to attend to listen and contribute. 

7. Treasurers Report – Miriam Rostek

· Report circulated. Gaming application is being processed. Funds expected in mid-April.

· Recommended transferring $5,000 to Gaming from Chequeing to pay off some bills that have been waiting since early fall and will be repaid as soon as Gaming monies arrive.  This was approved. 
8. Other Business (Cheryl): Thanked all for attending and contributing to a good meeting.

9. Adjournment: Unanimous agreement for adjourned at 9.55 p.m.

Next RAMPAC General Meeting will be on Wednesday April 17,  2002
2
2

