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RAMPAC
MT. DOUGLAS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Parents Advisory Council

Minutes 
GENERAL MEETING

April 17th,  2002 7:00 p.m.

In attendance: 

Cheryl Anseeuw  -  Co-Chairperson
Linda Bartram - Communications Co-ordinator 

Nellva Kurylo - Parent
Eric Flanagan – Parent & VCPAC Treasurer

Cathy Hall - Co-Chairperson
John Bird – VCPAC Rep.

Miriam Rostek - Treasurer
Lynn Rancourt  - Parent

Paul McGroarty - Fundraising
Meva Sundher - Principal, Mt. Doug School

Ray Lett - Secretary





1. Introduction and Changes to the Agenda - Cheryl Anseeuw

· Welcomed all present. Agenda changes noted to allow for VCPAC Report. 

2. Recognition and thanks - Cheryl Anseeuw
· Thanks to:

· All Bingo Volunteers for helping during the past month. 

· Five parents who helped with student Lock-in at Oak Bay, April 5th.
· Parents and staff who assisted in the Mt. Doug. Brigadoon production.

· Miriam Rostek and daughters for making Easter basket for teacher appreciation.
· John Bird for work on school district budget.

3. Secretary's Report - March  27th RAMPAC General Meeting Minutes

· Minutes of March meeting posted on RAMPAC web site and copies distributed. 
· Moved (Linda Bartram) and seconded (Cathy Hall) that March 27th Meeting minutes accepted as distributed.  Approved.

4.1. Graduation Committee - John Bird 
· Lock-in night at Oak Bay was very successful. 100 students participated. Attendance similar to 2001.

· Grad Dry-cruise will accommodate 230 students. Most likely sufficient parent volunteers for event.

· $700 expected from liquor store sales fund raising. One cheque received for the 2001 campaign. Another expected in May for the 2002 campaign.

4.2.  Technology Committee Report - John Bird

· Committee reviewed existing Pentium II-350 MHz computers at Mt Doug. Pentium II-350's will most likely be adequate for next 2 years.  Four additional new computers approved. 2 computers have been identified in RAMPAC budget for funding this year.
· Final Committee report on computer requirements will be finished soon. Satisfied with the Committee's plan for future computer needs at Mt. Doug.
4.2. VCPAC - John Bird

· Will attend District 61 budget meeting at S.J. Willis School after RAMPAC meeting.
· District 61 has $7 million budget short-fall and up to $9 million in cuts are possible.
· Decisions about budget will be made over next few days.
· Advisory committee have recommended that decision on individual school viability (close/keep) will be based on multiple criteria and not on the number of students attending school.
· Criteria will be posted at District web site for parent discussion. 
· Possible cuts could include career preparation instruction and band-strings program.
· Magnet courses may be an option to attract students and increase class size. 
5. John Henning Presentation
· Grade 12 Mt. Doug student Jonathan Henning asked RAMPAC for $235 to subsidize travel expenses to the National rowing competition at St Catherine, Ont. Jonathan has qualified for the event and intends to encourage rowing as a sport at Mt. Doug. Members agreed that Jonathan's requested would be discussed with the Treasure's report.
5. Principals Report  (Meva Sundher)  

· Reconfiguration: Staff committee met with Brian Evan (Port Coquitlam School Principal) on April 11th to discuss reconfiguration experience. Staff and Principal will also be visiting other mainland schools (e.g. Riverside).  Anticipates reconfiguration at Mt. Doug will not occur for at least another year. 

· Report card issue: Principal and staff resolving issue of parents who were dissatisfied with an interim report card. 

· Meet the Teacher Night. Few parents attended MTN possibly due to perception among parents that teachers would not participate due to job action. MTN should continue and will be announced through phone out to parents in future.

· Cheryl – MTN important for parents to find out individual teachers interests and preferences. 

· Miriam – Concerned about teachers excluding late students from classes. Is exclusion legal? 

· Principal – Cannot confirm if exclusion legal or not at this time.

· Linda – Concerned about changes to math curriculum. 

· Principal – Can discuss further. May be a problem with feeder schools

7. Chair report (Cheryl Anseeuw)

· Encourage RAMPAC members to attend April 25th talk by Paul George.

· Gaming application still being processed. Delay likely due to Gaming Commission staff reductions. Typically processing now takes 25-30 weeks from time application received by Commission. 

· BCCPAC Annual Meeting resolutions 6, 8, 9, 11, 14 and 21 discussed and RAMPAC members asked to vote on acceptance/rejection of resolutions. All resolutions approved unanimously by members present. Cheryl will complete proxy vote forms and send to BCCPAC Annual Meeting.

8. Committee Reports

8. 1  Grade 12  - No report

8. 2  Grade 11 – No report

8. 4  Communication (Linda Bartram) – Next Mt. Doug. Newsletter will be sent on April 30th . 

8. 5 Emergency Preparedness – No report

8. 6 Fundraising – No report

· Principal – Fund raising will be needed for proposed community theater addition to school. Cost for addition will be in $1 million range.

7. Treasurers Report – Miriam Rostek

· Report circulated. Gaming application is being processed. Funds expected in May.

· Bingo contribution for April $1210.

· $5,000 to Gaming from Chequeing to pay off some outstanding bills and will be repaid as soon as Gaming funds arrive.  
· In February RAMPAC agreed to fund Kick the Habit workshops with $40 for food during meeting with additional $210 support contingent on gaming funds. Bills in excess of $40 have been submitted by school nursing staff. 

· Cheryl – Will contact nursing staff (Jane) to request that no additions bills are submitted.  

· Jonathan Henning request for financial assistance to National rowing competition discussed. 

· Moved (Linda Bartram) and seconded (Miriam Rostek) that RAMPAC will pay Jonathan Henning $45 for registration fee to the National rowing competition and will contribute an additional $100 to travel expenses should sufficient funds be received from Gaming commission.  Approved by all.

· Principal: School will contribute $90 towards uniform expenses for Jonathan.

8. Other Business (Cheryl): 

· New executive will be discussed at the next RAMPAC meeting. 
· RAMPAC executive member should attend Mt. Doug teacher's meeting on May 14th at 3.30 p.m. to explain to staff about making request for RAMPAC funding in 2002-2003. Miriam will attend.

· Thanked all for attending and contributing to a good meeting.

9. Adjournment: Unanimous agreement for adjourned at 9.25 p.m.

Next RAMPAC General Meeting will be on Wednesday May 15,  2002
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