Is America Number One?

The question whether or not America is number one and the comparison with other countries around the world. This question is posed to many and the reactions do not all point to the same answer. One man boldly stated, "America does not provide healthcare and the opportunity to get out of poverty", while another man said that "we have so much racism, vandalism and to much violence." The question is now how do you measure who is Number One? John Stossel takes and compares India, Hong Kong and America. India is very poverty-stricken with many of the people there having no running water and living in areas similar the slums. Why is America considered better off then those in India? It could be that India is very overpopulated. The movie stated, “That although there are 20 times as many people in Hong Kong than in India, Hong Kong is rich.” The video also reported, “The real estate in Hong Kong is outrageous.” The average income is almost comparable to that of the United States and higher than many other countries but what is so shocking is how fast Hong Kong has flourished. In the past 20 years Hong Kong has developed greatly. So now we can see that over population cannot be the sole reason for India’s problems. What is the reason for one countries success and another’s lack of success? Economist Milton Freidman stated, “That the one thing that Hong Kong has is FREEDOM.” This freedom comes from the government’s lack of being involved. The people are basically free to do, as they would like economically. There were basic laws but that was about it. There is just one flat tax of 15%, it is just not as complicated as many other places in the world. The less government intrusion the better off the country has proved to be. This is the case in Hong Kong; for example, in one day a person can open a business and start working, whereas in India it takes months and sometimes even years, and before long the idea eventually dies. One man states, “that in Hong Kong the understanding is that you do what you have to do but do not expect a safety net from the government.” There is no protection for people so it is kind of a do or die kind of theory. Milton Friedman says, “That Indians prosper everywhere but in India because the government tells them what to do and they are not allowed to use their own abilities in India.” The people in India suffer while politician’s debate over new things in the country. The idea with America is that opportunity knocks. It is said that America is open to new ideas and open to immigrants, here in America we use the ideas from others to build a better idea for ourselves. In other countries such as France the government spends so much time protecting their people that they in turn hinder the people. The great thing about America is the desire for everyone to be the best and to do it the fastest. An example is China where they come up with so many great ideas and then close themselves off from the rest of the world and their idea eventually fades and is outdated. As owner of Soul Food stated “In America you can shape your own life.” So how can America be so great with so many problems and the answer is that our problems are less then many other countries in comparison. John Stossel remarked by saying, “Poverty in America is nothing in comparison to countries such as India and Haiti. Most of all the people here in America, which are classified in poverty have, homes and color televisions.” The people in India that are poor live in cement pipeline. Even the unemployment of America is far less then many other European countries. One man said the way to determine if America is number one is to see where people want to be. America is a country that people are trying to get into all the time whether from the Mexican border or those from China. Our borders are constantly trying to be crossed by those from other countries. John Stossel says it best when he says, “Although America has problems it still seems that it is better off than many other countries.” 
