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Frequently Asked Questions

Q: A jury convicted Leonard Peltier of the 1975 murders of two FBI agents on the Pine Ridge Reservation. His appeals have been denied, as was his request for a new trial. Why should he be released now?

A: Mr. Peltier should be granted clemency because he never received a fair trial. Witnesses of the shoot out were severely intimidated and coerced by the FBI, false testimonies were utilized, and a ballistics test reflecting Mr. Peltier’s innocence was concealed from the defense. Appeals were denied before much of this came to light. Later, Mr. Peltier was denied a new trial as a result of a technical legal standard. That appellate judge has since written to support clemency for Mr. Peltier. Even U.S. Attorney Lynn Crooks now admits that no one knows who killed the two agents. Yet Mr. Peltier remains in prison, long overdue for parole and in failing health. From behind bars he has achieved a remarkable record of humanitarian works and has received awards for his efforts.

Q: Leonard Peltier has been in prison for almost 24 years. Why is executive clemency now considered his only hope for justice?

A: Since Mr. Peltier has been denied a new trial, despite the fact that a jury would likely have found him innocent had they received all of the new evidence, he now has no place to go in the court system. He is long overdue for parole and has been a model prisoner, but Mr. Peltier has been denied parole again and again based on his original conviction. Until he "accepts responsibility" by de facto confessing to a crime that he did not commit, he will not be released. Meanwhile, his health is deteriorating rapidly; he now suffers from diabetes, high blood pressure, and a heart condition. Time is of the essence in obtaining justice in this tragic case.

Q: Mr. Peltier admits that he returned gunfire in self-defense that day. Why wasn’t he acquitted on those grounds, as his co-defendants Dino Butler and Bob Robideau were?

A: After Mr. Butler and Mr. Robideau were acquitted of first degree murder charges by an Iowa jury during a separate trial, it became clear that Mr. Peltier represented the FBI’s last chance to convict and imprison someone for the deaths of the two agents. Nearly all of the evidence that helped exonerate his co-defendants on the grounds of self-defense were prohibited from entering the record by the presiding judge in Leonard Peltier’s North Dakota trial. Worse yet, much tainted and false evidence was presented in Mr. Peltier’s trial including the ballistic expert’s conclusion.

Q: Does Mr. Peltier know who killed the agents, and if so, why doesn’t he just name the killer?

A: An accusation of murder is obviously a very serious charge, with devastating consequences. Such an accusation should never be made without absolute certainty. Moreover, accusing another human being goes against Mr. Peltier’s ethical, spiritual and political values. These same values continue to be shared by other AIM members and supporters.

Q: Why did Mr. Peltier flee to Canada after the shoot out on Pine Ridge?

A: After a three year period of violence and terror on the Pine Ridge Reservation that claimed the lives of over 60 American Indian Movement (AIM) members and supporters, and left many more battered and terrorized, Mr. Peltier feared for his life. There is disturbing evidence that the FBI collaborated closely with the responsible vigilantes during this era, known by local Native Americans as the "Reign of Terror." Mr. Peltier was convinced that if he was not killed by the FBI, then he would be arrested and would never receive a fair trial.

Q: Why have retired and current FBI agents expended so much time and money to keep Mr. Peltier in prison all these years?

A: FBI officers were understandably devastated by the loss of two fellow agents, and they were frustrated by their inability to identify the person who fired the fatal shots that day. Leonard Peltier’s conviction is inextricably linked to an era known as the "Reign of Terror" on the Pine Ridge Reservation, during which the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights found the FBI’s actions and investigations to be "biased, and [they] were the source of much tension and controversy." The FBI remains quite invested in avoiding any close scrutiny of that period of history, since it would reflect poorly on their involvement in the Pine Ridge violence. Therefore, Mr. Peltier has long served as their scapegoat, effectively deflecting any attention away from their documented abuses against Pine Ridge residents during that period.

Q: Is Mr. Peltier a violent person or a threat to society in any way?

A: Mr. Peltier has never been a violent person. Prior to his incarceration Mr. Peltier had no criminal record. While the FBI has repeatedly asserted that he was wanted for the attempted murder of a Milwaukee policeman, they fail to mention that he was acquitted of that charge many years ago. The truth is that Mr. Peltier is a gifted Native American leader. During his years in prison he has sponsored a Native American scholarship program, supported battered women’s centers and substance abuse programs, sponsored annual Christmas toys and clothing drives for the children of Pine Ridge, adopted Central American children and carried out many other charitable and humanitarian efforts. This man is not a risk but a gift to society.
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“We can't prove who shot those agents.”


– U.S. Prosecutor


Lynn Crooks





“I decided sometime


ago to channel all of


my energies into the


issue of whether or


not this man received


a fair trial and it’s


my conclusion that


he did not.”


– Robert Redford








