Triangle Day School
Kindergarten Newsletter
September 2006


Dear Families,


Congratulations! You have all successfully completed a week and a half of school! You are doing great on the folders and lunches and with getting to school on time. We have received all needed supplies and all information cards! Please remember to send spoons, forks, and napkins as needed for lunch. We truly appreciate your support!

Ask Me About:
(In the "Ask Me" section of your newsletter you will find topics to
spark conversations about your child’s school days! No more "What did you do at school?" "Oh, nothing.")


 Who is in your class? What things have you begun learning to use in your classroom? (pencils, crayons, colored pencils, pattern blocks, tracers and stencils, glue, magnifying glasses, clay, puppets, scissors, blocks, books, exploration trays)

Who are your teachers? (Ms. Katy, Ms. Black, Mrs. Kelly, Señora Cousins- Spanish, Ms. Bodisco Massink -PE, Mr. “C” (Coburn) - Computers, Ms. Lucas -Art, Mrs. Baucom- Science, Mrs. Aronson – Performing Arts, Mrs. Akos – library,  Ms. Von Matt -3rd grade Buddies, Mrs. Walz – support,  Mrs. Gibbs - Office Manager, “Dr. B.” - Head of School, Ms. Thompson, Ms. Jennings, Mrs. Myers – Office Folks, Mrs. Shirley – Lunch Lady)

In the song by Red Grammer, how would you fill in the blank: "Down by the sea, my family and me, we like to  _____________ "? What other songs have you sung?

Find items that are the same length. How do you find out if they are longer, shorter, or the same length?

In our classroom we have begun working on our rules for being together. We try hard to remember to sit on the carpet with our legs crossed ("criss-cross applesauce"), to raise our hands to be called on to share thoughts, ideas and opinions, and to listen carefully by having our eyes watching, feet still, hands empty, lips quiet, and ears listening. In the halls and bathrooms, we try to walk quietly. 

We are working to make our list of rules – 30+ so far -  (WAY too many to remember!) into a shorter list of respectful ways of being together. We will share the final results with you at Open House on the evening of September 7th.!

September Studies


Language
Classification
Story Telling and Writing 
High Frequency Words
Sounds and Letters
Print Awareness
Reading Strategies
Predicting and Clarifying

Letter Share
Each week we will spend some of our time focusing on 1 letter of the
alphabet. The children will work on letter recognition, phonemic
awareness (linking the sound to the letter), writing the letter, and
identifying items and words that begin with the letter. The letters have been arranged in an order that helps the children 1) understand quickly HOW to learn about a letter and 2) begin to blend sounds into words. Thursdays are Letter Share days. Your child should bring one “something” in (each Thursday) that begins with our Letter of the Week. Please remind your child to do this for homework, but please do 

not choose the item for your child. Give support as needed. These items will be shared at group and returned home.

Sept. 5-8

Aa
            “Long Aa” and “Pam the Lamb” a

Sept. 11-15

Mm

“Muzzy Monkey”

Sept. 18 - 21
Ss
“Sizzling Sausages”
Sept. 25 – 29
Tt
“Ticking Timer”

Oct. 3 – 6

Gg
“Garry Gopher”

(Call or Email if you have questions!)

Science and Social Studies
All About Me - Names, Birthdays, Addresses, Phone Numbers (Watch for the “All About Me Bag” to come home.)

Families 

5 Senses

Daily Weather

Days of the Week

Months of the Year

Mathematics

LOTS of Counting
Positional, Quantitative and Directional Concepts
Classification
Counting forward and backward - Zero to ...
Weight and Size

Pattern Blocks

Beginning Money

Show and Tell
Show and Tell will begin in October.  More info later. 


Field Trips
Though nothing is firm yet, we will be going to a pumpkin patch with other Lower School classes in mid-October. We’ll soon send home info about this and other upcoming field trips. When a permission slip comes home please send it back ASAP, with any needed money. We hope each one of you can join us for at least 1 trip this year. Not all field trips are appropriate for younger siblings (such as trips that require lots of supervision and/or lots of listening). I will note on the permission slip “sibling appropriate” or not.

FYI

Watch for homework calendars beginning in October.

Assemblies: On the last school Friday of each month, at 2:15,  TDS has a school-wide assembly. At these assemblies school announcements are made, classes make presentations, and the K-8 classes spend time together.  Two or three students from each class will be recognized at each assembly.  We will let you know soon when your child will be recognized so that you can plan ahead for this. Please feel free to join us for these assemblies any time you can.


How's the Sally Foster sale going? Remember to turn in your orders and money.
Remember, there is a Teacher Workday on September 22nd.

Thanks!


We have had a fun-filled school opening and appreciate your help in
making this an easy transition. The children are relaxed and at
home at TDS already! What a great bunch of kids!

Xoxo

The Kindergarten Team


