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OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 2006

Kindergarten
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AUTUMN IS HERE! Many exciting things happen during this season, so get ready!

Ask Me: What is my full name, address, phone number (can you do the area code?) and birthday? Who is Chrysanthemum? Where did you get your name?

What letters are in your name? How many beats (syllables) are in your name? Which letters in your name should be capitalized? Which should be lower case? (We ask them to use the appropriate capitals and lower cases once we have studied that letter – watch their work for examples) Write your name. 

Write the capital letters A, M, S, T and the lower case a, m, s, t using top, middle and bottom lines. What starts with Aa? Mm? Ss? Tt? What is the difference between a letter and a word? 

What does an author do? What does an illustrator do? What does it mean to visualize? Who is Boomer? What did he learn to do at school?  What does he do on the weekends?
What are you talking about and working with in Science Lab? What about in Art? What have you done in Performing Arts? What are you doing in Technology? What Spanish words have you learned?  What skills and games are you learning in PE? Who is your BUDDY? What things have you done together?  What things do you know about your buddy?

How many types of apples can you name? Which was your favorite? Which was the class’s favorite? 

What season is this? What happens during this season?  Name your Five Senses. Name the parts of your body that help your senses work. How do you use each of your senses?  What are the primary colors? What happens if you mix two of them together? (you get secondary colors: green, purple, orange) 

How are people alike? How are they different? 
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Point to the days of the week on a calendar. Can you find Tuesday? The 2nd Friday? On what day is the 27th? (etc..)

What poem do you know for writing the number 1? 2? Etc…

What have you done during Choice time? What rules do you have to follow during Choice time? Why are those rules important?

October Studies

Language
Letters
Words
    Spaces Between Words
Blending Sounds into Words Writing
Sequencing
Story Telling
 Writing Class Stories 


Writing Fall Stories

Rhyming
Poetry

Predicting
Clarifying
Comparing and Contrasting
More High Frequency Words
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October 3-6


Gg
“Gary Gopher”

October 9– 13

Rr
“Rosie Robot”

October 16 – 20

Oo
“Long Oo” and “Bob the Frog”

Oct 23 – 25


Bb 
“Bouncing Basketball” 

Oct 30 –Nov 3

Nn
“Norman Nose”

(Mark your calendar now for Letter of the Week items to 

bring on Thursdays!)
Math
* Even More Counting and #s 

* More Coins

* Patterns, patterns, patterns

* Shapes and Attributes

* Symmetry 

Science and Social Studies





Friends






5 Senses






Fire Safety 
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Columbus Day






Days of the Week 






Months of the Year 






Seasons: Focus on Autumn






Nocturnal Animals






Halloween

F.Y.I.

You are doing a super job of getting to school on time! This timely arrival helps us begin smoothly and sets the pace for the rest of the day!  Muchas Gracias!

Soon we will need an updated change of clothes. Please plan to switch them during this month since the weather will be getting cooler. Remember to send jackets, as needed! Also, if clothes come home dirty, please send in replacements the following day. AND PLEASE LABEL EVERYTHING!!! ☺
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Towel Washers and Snack Providers: Many thanks go to all of you for taking care of washing the towels and bringing in snack each week. Thanks to everyone for signing up to help with these classroom chores.
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Guest Readers: If you are interested in reading to the class, please return the sign-up sheet (attached) ASAP and we will send you a note back, confirming or not. We realize there are only a couple slots this month – sorry! If you don’t get to come this month, there will be more opportunities in the months ahead. Thanks!

Homework: 

*In your child’s folder, you will find the October Homework Calendar. Enjoy!
*Recently, a reading calendar from “Book It” came home. Please participate in the free pizza deal only if you would like. We do hope you will do the reading whether you plan to get the pizza or not! The reading may include reading you do to your child and reading your child does to you!!

* Now would be a good time to send in your “Hopes and Dreams” page for your child.  We would like to go ahead and put the book together!

* If significant things happen at your house, please give us the "heads up" at school. These types of things might include: parent(s) going out of town, grandparents or others visiting, pets dying or getting new pets, plans for a move or vacation. These things often come up at school and it is good for us to know how to respond.

*The different color strips of paper that you may see in your child's folder tell which center your child went to for Choice. Ask your child about the center picture he/she glued to the strip.

*Note date change for Red Grammer: May 14th - we will most likely have an afternoon assembly!

*Thanks so much for using your car window tags. You wouldn't believe how much it helps!!

Mark Your Calendar!

Wednesday, October 11th is Picture Day! Please mark your calendar and help your child come in ready for individual pictures! We will have make-up pictures in November.

We have set Tuesday, October 17th as our trip to Ganyard’s Pumpkin Patch. You will find the permission slip at the end of this newsletter for you to print!! Please sign and send to school. Thanks so much!!

Congratulations Amanda Cousins and Niall Fulghum for being our Talented Tornados in September. Join us for the Assembly on Friday, October 20th at 2:15 in the cafetorium. We will recognize Julian Trejo and Natasha Waters as our Talented Tornados!!

The TDS Fall Festival, sponsored by the PA, will take place on Wednesday, October 25th ! It is always fun!! (1:00-2:45) (No costumes at school please!)
Thursday, October 26th and Friday, October 27th are Teacher Work Days.  We will not have school on those days. Remember to plan accordingly!

Halloween Party on Tuesday, October 31st from 2:00-3:00 (No costumes at school please!)

Monday, November 6th has been designated Parent Conference Day. Students will not come to school on this day. You will find a conference sign-up sheet below. We look forward to meeting with as many of you as possible on that day!


Thanks for your support and encouragement. 

We are really settling in for a GREAT YEAR!!!

Month: October
 Dear Parents, Grandparents, and Others,

We are hoping you will try to come read to us some time this year! Please choose a time from the following list and return this form as soon as you can. Slots will be filled first come, first served. We will send a confirmation note to you in your child’s folder. We look forward to seeing you. 

Please note that stories need to fit into the 10 minutes planned for!!

*Priority will be given to those who want to read for the first time and to those whose reading time may have been canceled the month before. Thanks for your understanding.

Wednesday  2:45 – 2:55 
10/18 _____





Friday  8:35 - 8:45
 
10/20              



Your Name: 





Book You Will Read: 







(If you would like, We can choose a book for you. Just let us know!)

Field Trip Permission Slip

I give my permission for  _________________

to go to Ganyard Hill Farm 

for a study of cycles and changes, community and categorizing on Tuesday, October 17, 2006 at 9:15AM.

The cost will be $8 per person. We will leave at 8:45AM and return at 12:00PM.

We will be riding the TDS bus. Please let me know if you would like to meet us there. 

This field trip is appropriate for younger siblings.

Your Signature: _________________

Date: _________________

(Please print, sign and send in to the classroom teacher. Thanks!)

Dear Parents, 


The school year is in full swing and we have come to the end of the first marking period. I would like to offer an opportunity to discuss your child’s school experience. Please take a moment to complete the following conference schedule, indicating your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices for a conference time. Please note any topics you would like discuss at our meeting. Return this form ASAP and I will send you a note confirming the date and time.


I look forward to seeing you. 










Sincerely,








Ms. Katy 

Your Child's Name: 






Attending the Conference: 



 




Monday, Nov. 6


11:40 - 12:00 _____

8:40 - 9:00    _____

1:00 - 1:20     _____

9:00 - 9:20    _____

1:20 - 1:40     _____

9:20 - 9:40    _____

1:40 - 2:00    _____

9:40 - 10:00  _____

2:00 - 2:20    _____

10:00 - 10:20 _____

2:20 - 2:40    _____

10:20 - 10:40 _____

2:40 - 3:00    _____

10:40 - 11:00 _____

3:00 - 3:20    _____

11:00 - 11:20 _____ 

3:20 - 3:40    _____

11:20 - 11:40 _____

3:40 - 4:00    _____

___ I do not need to have a conference at this time.

___ I would prefer a telephone/Email conference. (I will contact you for good times to talk.)

Topics you would like to cover:









Hola Parents,

As September comes to an end, I would like to take this time to share with you what your kindergartener has been learning in Spanish.

We begin each class with greeting each other and singing the song Hola Amigos. It goes as follows:

Hola amigos, amigos, amigos

Hola amigos y bienvenidos

Como estan que pasa Buenos dias que tal

Hola amigos y bienvenidos

(This reinforces greetings in Spanish)

We then go around the circle and each child tells the class how they are feeling today.

Bien (good)

Mal (bad)

Asi-asi (so-so)

Entusiasmado  (excited)

Enohado (Angry)

Triste (sad)

(This reinforces feeling in Spanish)

In September we learned to say the numbers and colors in spanish.

Numbers (numeros):

Uno                ocho                quince

Dos                nueve               diesiseis

Tres              dies                  diesiocho

Cuarto           once                 diesinueve

Cinco             doce                 veinte

Seis              trece

Siete            catorce

Colors (colore):

Rojo (red)

Azul (blue)

Amarillo (yellow)

Anarajado (orange)

Café (brown)

Morado (purple)

Blanco (white)

Negro (black)

 We end each class with our good- bye song which goes as follows:

Adios mis amigos adios ciao ciao 

Adios mis amigos adios ciao ciao

Es la hora de partir adios, adios, adios

Ciao ciao

Feliz Otono (Happy Autumn)

 Sra. Cousins

