Kindergarten Orientation

2006-07
Thank you for coming! We are excited to begin this school year and to not only see so many familiar faces in our classroom, but to also be welcoming so many new friends.

Many thanks to all who were here for the workday on Saturday! 

Supply items

-send with your child on the first day of school:

· Unlabeled school supplies to be used by the classroom community

· Backpack and folders:  Each child has a small cubby to store his or her backpack and jacket.  Please do not allow the bringing of toys, wearing of costumes and jewelry, etc. to school as they often become misplaced, broken, or are a source of distraction. Folders are placed, each morning, into the crate. Notes go into the basket. Children are able to handle this!

In Addition:

· Each child will need to bring in a towel labeled with name that is no larger than 5’ X 2 ½’ for rest time (the size of an average bath towel).  The towels will be stored in individual baggies during the week.  All the towels will be washed together.  Please keep this in mind when selecting a color. (And please sign up to wash towels over the weekends for one month!☺)

· Each child may choose to bring one or none of the following: a small stuffed animal or a travel size pillow. That is all we have room to store. Please choose something which is not required for bedtime at home (so this item won’t need to be transported daily).

· A seasonal change of clothes.  Please include shirt, shorts or pants, socks and underwear. All items should be stored in a Ziploc bag. Please make sure that each item and the bag is labeled with the child’s name.  We will store these items until needed and will request that you update them from time to time.  If dirty clothes are sent home, please replenish them immediately.

Correspondence from School

· A monthly newsletter will be posted on our class website at the beginning of each month. It will contain a list of topics we will cover for the month, ?s to ask your child about last month’s studies, field trip info, and other important info to keep you up to date. 
www.geocities.com/mskatytds
A hard copy will be posted on the parent information board in the hall outside the classroom.  (If you are taking the last duplicate, please let us know.)  The majority of notes from TDS will go home on Thursdays in your child’s folder.  However, please check your child’s folder daily for correspondence between home and kindergarten. 

· Portfolio Folders: These come home every 2 weeks (or so – they will not come home when progress reports or report cards are sent). We share our thoughts about what your child is doing well and what areas need attention.  Please leave the work in the notebook, but go over the work with your child before returning the notebook to school on the following Monday.
Academic Progress


Report cards and progress reports will be sent home in accordance with the school calendar.  We use ♥, *, and☺ when grading daily work, with no particular rank. However, we may mark the actual work as well to show areas that need attention. Please look over work with your child, though you don’t need to go over everything that comes home. Let your child tell you about his/her work.

Homework

A monthly calendar of homework will come home at the beginning of each month. Please look for it in your child’s folder. Enjoy working with your child on the activities, helping your child choose appropriate ones for her or him. At the end of the month, fill in the back sheet together and return it to school. 

In addition to the monthly calendar, students are also asked to participate in Letter Share and Show and Tell. Letter Share is connected to our weekly letter of study. Show and Tell correlates with themes of study in the classroom. Consider this practice- getting to know homework! (more information at Open House)
Getting in Touch with the Teachers


The easiest ways to reach us is by voice mail or Email. We check the phone as soon as we can once we see the light flashing. We check email first thing in the morning and last thing in the afternoon.  Please email, send a note in your child’s folder, or call the school should you request a conference.  This will help us adhere to our daily routine and enable us to give our full attention to any concerns or issues you might have.  Should an emergency arise, you may reach us through the front office.

TDS 383-8800

Our mailbox: 106






ms.katy@triangledayschool.org
Home: (emergencies only, please) 732*5150

payton.black@triangledayschool.org
Dressing for School


Children should wear clothes appropriate for outdoor play every day.  Please be sure to send a jacket if the morning is cold and to apply sunscreen at home if necessary.  Tennis shoes are preferred. Kindergarten children are not to wear open-toed shoes. Dressy and platform shoes just don’t work! We have PE three times a week and recess everyday!
Class Parties

Holiday parties and classroom celebrations will be coordinated through the teachers and the Class Parent.  Families will be contacted to sign up for class needs for these parties.

Birthdays


Individual birthdays may be celebrated with either cookies, muffins, or a class food preparation project (e.g., mini pizzas, Rice Krispie treats, Pigs in a Blanket).  Arrangements should be made with the teachers at least one week prior to the day of the celebration. No presents or invitations for birthday parties are to be exchanged at school, although the birthday child may choose to give a small gift to the classroom (e.g., a book with name inscribed, a bug box, etc.). Class names and addresses are available in the school directory.

Dismissal

Dismissal is at 3:00pm. Children will be brought outside to carpool for dismissal. Children will be walked out to their car. Please wait in the carpool line or park safely and walk down the sidewalk to pick up your child.  We have been asked to tell you that we may not talk to you in the carpool line, ‘cuz we hold up traffic!☺ Also, it would be helpful if you would circle back around if the kindergarten isn’t out yet! Sometimes things happen when we are trying to get out the door and we are a bit late. We appreciate your understanding and support.

 Please inform us of any carpools or changes in the pick-up of your child in writing on a daily basis.  For the safety of your child, verbal messages cannot be accepted.  

Before and After School

There will be a Before School program between 7:30am and 8:00am for which there is a fee. 

From 8:00 until 8:25 children are supervised in the cafetorium. There will be one table labeled for Kindergartners. They may sit there if they wish. Otherwise, they may choose any table in the cafetorium.  At 8:25, teachers will escort the children to the classroom. Students will be considered tardy at 8:30am. 

Setting a daily routine is important, especially during the first weeks of school, and we appreciate your assistance with this matter. Good habits of regular attendance and respect for others by arriving and departing at the proper times begin now.  Please make every effort to schedule doctor’s appointments, dance lessons, vacations, etc. during after school hours. 

Illness

We’ll call you if your child, after being cared for and asked twice, still says they are sick, or if he/she is running a temperature, is acting different from the norm, or is unable to participate in the regular school day. 
Behavior


Classroom discipline is built around respect! We’ll talk more at Open House.

Snack

We share snack in our classroom. The children prepare snack for one another and often try new things! Please sign up to help provide snack!

Lunch

Nutritious


Independent


Microwaves are not available during our lunchtime!!

PLEASE NO GLASS OR SOFT DRINKS

We will send uneaten food home in the lunchbox so that you can be aware of what your child is eating at school. During lunch, the teacher on duty will encourage the children to eat the main part of their meals first, followed by dessert. We have 30 minutes for our lunch period.

Book Orders

Make checks payable to each book club. My recommendation is to avoid the TV, merchandise stuff and stick to the good literature!

All About Me

Watch for our “All About Me” bag to come home with your child in the next few weeks. We ask the children bring 5 or fewer items that tell us something about them (please no truly “precious” items!!) Each child will tell the class about 3 of the items. (The other 2 are for more informal chats.)  Information on Show and Tell will come later in the year.

Parent Visits 


We’ll be asking you to sign-up to read. Look for sign-up sheet with October Newsletter. We will need help with parties and special projects, as well!! Once we have our classroom community established, we look forward to you joining us!!

Our Daily Schedule (attached)
Info for Us

Please fill in an index card with the following information:

Your Child’s Full Name
All email addresses where you would like correspondence sent.
In case of an emergency, who do we call 1st, 2nd, 3rd. Please provide all necessary numbers.

Allergies, medical conditions that we should keep in mind

On the back, please tell us a little bit about you, the parents. Please include any information of which you would like for us to be aware before our first day with your child.

Your Child’s First 2 Days

 – arriving at school

We will be in the lunchroom, starting at 8:25. Walk your child in and come sit at the table with me, if you would like. It is fine for you to leave at this point or you may wait with us. At 8: 25, we will start lining the other classes up. Our class will go last. Please let your child carry his/her things and we can walk down the hall in a group. We would like for goodbyes to be said either in the lunchroom or in the hall. The children will enter the classroom carrying their things (we won’t put things in the cubbies at this time) and Ms. Black, Mrs. Kelly and Ms. Katy will take it from there! Have a great rest-of-your day!!
-dismissal
We will walk up front to our waiting spot. Please come through carpool line and we will walk your child to your car. Please put the card with your child’s name in your front window.
Please encourage your child come into school independently ASAP. Dr. B enjoys greeting them and helping them from the car – a nice way to start the day! 

We’re going to have a super year together!!

Ms. Katy, Ms. Black and Mrs. Kelly
