Report Cards

It was good to see so many of you on Parent Conference day. This is always one of my favorite times: a time to share my love of watching and helping children learn to learn! Having spent 9 weeks+ together in the classroom, we have developed a unique relationship, one that I try to portray accurately and fairly in the Kindergarten report card.

It seems that every year I have tried to make to my report cards ever more able to reflect to parents the image of their child as a classroom community member. While many have said, "It's just Kindergarten. How hard can report cards be?", I find that it is probably the most difficult task I face as a teacher! To look not only at what a child does, but also at how they got to that place, what factors were at play, how secure are they in their knowledge and in their application of that knowledge...And all these things help to determine where to go next!

I like the rating system we use now. It gives me flexibility in letting you as parents get a clearer picture of your child as a student. Here is a bit more information on each rating:

N=Needs support and practice. It means just that. After having worked with a subject or skill, the child needs support from others in order to demonstrate an understanding of the subject and further practice at the current level is needed. S= Satisfactory. S means that the child is able to demonstrate this ability without the aid of a teacher all of the time. S+ is the level we aim for. This indicates a deep understanding of the subject or demonstration of the skill at the current level of difficulty. S- is often used to indicate the need for a bit of growth, the ability to work independently "most of the time". O= Outstanding - and by this, I mean truly outstanding, above and beyond, way more than expected, in need of a different skill set to practice.

Every one of our Kindergarten students is special and wonderful in his/her own way!! I hope that this reflection helps put the report card grades into perspective. I look forward to conferencing with those I haven't spoken with yet and welcome your comments and input throughout the year.
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