Kindergarten Newsletter

April and May (and June)

 2007

Dear Parents,


With Spring Break coming up, April is going to fly by and May will be here before we know it. Included in this newsletter are our studies through the end of the year!


ASK ME ABOUT: What’s your favorite morning greeting? What is 1(or 2 or 3) more (or less) than 5(or more)? Let me hear you practice counting by 2's, 5's and 10's. Let's count to 98 from 45, from 25 to 0.  Count to 100+. How does a Venn diagram work? Show me how to measure a tabletop, my foot, and a book using paperclips. What happens if our paperclips are not the same size? What else can we measure with? 

Name three signs of spring. How can you tell if the wind is blowing by looking out the window? What are some good things the wind does? What are some not-so-good things? What is your favorite Grandparents’ Day song?

What are the parts of an egg? What animals hatch from eggs? 
 We’ve studied all of the letters of the alphabet(- well, Kk is this week and Zz the week we come back from break!). Name something that starts with each letter. Change the /p/ in “hip” to /m/. What’s the word?  (Keep going with other words, starting with three letter CVC words, using a variety of letters!) 

At the End of April: Tell me the Aesop fable, “The Wind and the Sun”. How do you know if something is living or non-living? What is an insect? What are some of the ways families celebrate Passover? Easter? Write the number four hundred twenty six. Which is the hundreds place? What do you remember about the plant sale? Did you have a favorite plant? Why was it your favorite?

At the End of School: What kinds of seeds have you planted? What do seeds need to grow? What are the parts of a plant?  What chapter book are you hearing in class?

In a Math problem, how can you tell whether to add or subtract? If there are 3 birds sitting in a tree, how many wings are in the tree? beaks? legs? If there are 2 tables in the living room, how many legs are there?  What have you planted in the Garden? 

What "fancy" word means to "stick to it"? (Perseverance) Give some examples of perseverance. What stories have you read about perseverance? What insect was growing and changing in the classroom? What are the stages of metamorphosis?
Language

April 2-5 Kk
Clicking Camera

April 10 -13
Zz “Zipping Zipper”
Then…!!!No more Letter Share!!!

More sequencing and classification

Ending sounds/ Lots of writing!!

Spelling quizzes

Blends, Diagraphs, and Dipthongs

ABC order

Mathematics

Numbers, Numbers, Numbers!                  
Place Value
Counting by Inference                      
 Addition and Subtraction

Word Problems



More Time

Estimation and Prediction
Science and Social Studies


Spring and Spring Celebrations

Change


Weather


Plants


Mother’s Day and Father’s Day


Perseverance

¡¡CELEBRATION!!!

Points of Interest


Congratulations Alexandra and Christopher E, Talented Tornadoes for March. We will recognize Natalia, Sean and Jonathan at our next assembly. It will be at 2:15 on Friday, April 27th! Come if you can!

Those leprechauns sure did make a (fun) mess! I guess we’ll never be able to keep them out of our classroom!

Thanks to Sean’s dad, Doug for coming to school to “deal” the “deck” for Dd Letter Share!! Thanks, also, to Tom Fulghum, dad of Niall, for the stummin’ and singin’ on Thursday afternoon!

With all the beautiful weather we're having and with the garden shaping up, we will be spending lots of time outside. Please apply sunscreen to your child in the morning before leaving home. There are many good 8 hour sunscreens on the market that provide protection from the sun's harmful rays. Also, the children may bring hats and/or sunglasses to wear outdoors!

April 5th at 1:50-2:50: TDS’s annual Jump Rope for Heart!! Join us if you can!

 Then have a happy, healthy Spring Break!! We look forward to seeing you back at TDS on Monday, April 16th for the final stretch!

Practice for our Grandparent’s Day performance has gone very well. We hope to see your child’s special friend on Friday, April 20th at 1:45. (RSVP’s are in, right??!!) And, if they do not have someone coming, the children ALWAYS have fun being paired with a classroom friend! (We look forward to entertaining parents on CELEBRATION Day, June 6th – more details below!)

The Plant Sale Pre-Order is underway!!! We appreciate the offers to help! If you need a reminder of when you signed up to work, let me know. I will post a schedule on the bulletin board before the plants are delivered on April 23rd. If you didn’t sign up, drop in is fine! And please come shop!! The children will enjoy helping with distribution and plant identification. From some of the proceeds, we will try to make an exciting purchase for the garden before the end of the year!

Speaking of the garden, would anyone like to help us create a series on raised beds? If so, please let me know when you might be available.

Talent Week – April 30 – May 3. See sheet in folder NOW (Monday, April 2) for very important info!!!☺ This is important homework!!

Singer/Songwriter Red Grammer will spend the day at TDS on May 14th. More details later.
May 15 - 18 will be Pet Week, a much anticipated Kindergarten event! Those with pets enjoy telling what kind of pet they have, how their pet got its name, where they got their pet, and what their pet does best.  Those without pets enjoy meeting their friends’ pets. It is very important that we know ahead of time which animals will be coming, and when. Small pets, in containers, may be left all day. Dogs and cats need to plan for a short visit only. Be sure to return the sign-up sheet by May 7th. Please do not bring any animals for which you’ve not signed up.

Monday, May 28th- No school in observance of Memorial Day. Don't forget to plan for this day out of school and the unofficial beginning of summer!

Wednesday, June 6th at 10 am in the TDS Gym — 

End of the Year 

¡¡¡¡Celebration!!! 

(The children will come to school at the regular time to "get ready")  Joanne and Daniella will be contacting you to help with various aspects of this very special event. This is the time when the children will perform and receive "diplomas" so please plan to attend!  (We will send home invitations for inviting grandparents and other special folks. Watch for these in May.)

Thursday, June 7th—Last day of the 2006-2007 school year! Please plan for your child to be in class until 1PM!! (Our time together has been very special - I'm glad that this day is weeks away!!)

Watch for info about a trip to Welcome Baby to deliver donations (it’s not too late to donate!!), to the Eno and about our Last Day of School Buddies Breakfast!!

A very special “thank you” to you all for your support and encouragement during this school year. It is you that makes the difference in your child's education! These are fantastic kids and we are fortunate to have been with them this year. Thanks also for your support of Triangle Day School, because, without you, none of us would be here.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Month: April


LAST MONTH FOR READERS!!!
 Dear Parents, Grandparents, and Others,

We are hoping you will be able to read to us this month. Please choose a time from the following list and return this form as soon as you can. Slots will be filled first come, first serve. I will send a confirmation note to you in your child’s folder. We look forward to seeing you. Please note that stories need to fit into the 10- 15 minutes allowed!

*Priority will be given to those wanting to read for the first time and to those whose reading time may have been canceled the month before. Thanks for your understanding.

Wednesday 2:40 - 2:55 
4/3_______

4/18
  

4/25



Friday
  8:35 - 8:50

X

4/20_____

4/27
  _____

Your Name: 





Book You Will Read: 





(If you would like, we can choose a book for you. Just let us know!)

Pet Week Sign-Up Sheet

(your child's name)




 would like to share 

(name and type of pet)





 on:




 

(circle 1) 


Tuesday, May 15 
8:30 a.m.

2:45 p.m.

Wednesday, May17
8:30 a.m.

2:45 p.m.
Thursday, May 18

X

2:45 a.m.


Friday, May 19
8:30 a.m.

       X

_____My child will be sharing photos of our pet.

_____My child does not have a pet and looks forward to hearing about the pets of his/her friends.

As these forms come in, I will sign folks up and send a confirmation! If times become too crowded, I will ask you to choose a different time or day. Further info will come home closer to May 15th.

