	Kinds of Nouns


Look at the incomplete sentence below.  Which of the words in the box that follows can complete the sentence?

	              .


The teacher discussed new    

	up          exercises      run          activities

ideas       many           the          are


The words ______, ______, and ______ complete the sentence.  These words are called nouns.

A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea. 

A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea.

There are two basic kinds of nouns: proper nouns and common nouns.

A proper noun names a specific person, place, thing, or idea and begins with a capital letter.

The first word and all other important words in proper nouns are capitalized.

A common noun names any person, place, thing, or idea.  Because it does not name a specific or particular person, place, thing, or idea it does not begin with a capital letter.

	Kinds of Nouns

	Common Nouns
	Proper Nouns

	writer (person)
	Homer

	school (place)
	Inman Middle School

	book (thing)
	The Odyssey

	independence (idea)
	Independence Day


A common noun names any person, place, thing, or idea.  Because it does not name a specific or particular person, place, thing, or idea it does not begin with a capital letter.


Common nouns can be either concrete or abstract.

Concrete nouns name things that you can see or touch: ______________________.

Abstract nouns name ideas, qualities, or feelings that cannot be seen or touched:

_________________________________.

	Common Nouns

	Abstract
	Concrete

	idea
	invention

	knowledge
	book

	time
	clock

	beauty
	flower


Assignment:

Identify the nouns in the passage below.  Make a list of each of the sentences.  Then list each noun on your paper.  Before each noun, write the number of the sentence.  When you have completed that task, draw a line through all of the prepositional phrases. 

From Edith Hamilton’s Mythology:


1. Nausicaa answered him kindly.   2. She told him where he was and that the people of the country were kind to luckless wanderers.   3. The King, her father, would receive him with all courteous hospitality.   

1. Nausicaa answered him kindly.   

1. Nausicaa
2. She told him where he was and that the people of the country were kind to luckless wanderers.   
2. people

          2. country
          2. wanderers      

3. The King, her father, would receive him with all courteous hospitality.   
3. King

          3. father

          3. hospitality
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1. Nausicaa answered him kindly.   

1. Nausicaa
2. She told him where he was and that the people of the country were kind to luckless wanderers.   
2. people

          2. country
          2. wanderers      

3. The King, her father, would receive him with all courteous hospitality.   
3. King

          3. father
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