These are examples of Personal Statements taken from applications of people who were selected.    

Non - Tech

My name is YOUR NAME. My father served in the Air Force for twenty years. When I look at his years of service, I respect all that he endured to serve his country. When I talk to other members of the Air Force, I see a desire for life, dedication, and honor. I see what it takes to be an officer, and I know I have what is required to be an officer in the United States Air Force. 

I am a hard worker. I have learned several things in the course of my employment history, the most important, of which, is the value of hard work. I am not satisfied with just doing a job in an acceptable manner. If a job is going to be performed, it should be performed to an exceptional degree. In previous positions, it was frustrating to me to see tasks not completed, or completed to the extent of the requirements for the task, but nothing further. In my current job, I occasionally need to take the time to correct the mistakes of other people, which may require thirty minutes to an hour to properly assess and correct. There are also certain circumstances which arise in the course of business that other people in the organization do not want to handle. I make it a point to handle these situations to avoid passing my problem onto someone else. 

One of my favorite tasks in my current position is to review every detail of an account to find one mistake or change affecting every other aspect of the account. It is also very important to me to know everything about a system or procedure in order to increase efficiency. I do not rest until I find the answer I need. 

While working at FedEx, I had some experience as a Load Captain, who is responsible for ensuring all cargo is loaded correctly onto a plane and for directing the actions of those assisting in the cargo loading operations on the plane. I have a special passion for mathematics. My meticulous nature would do well in any environment where particular attention must be made to details. I do not like to finish any task unless I know all aspects have been considered. Research and planning do not intimidate me. I work well in teams, as well as under pressure.

I know what is required to be an Air Force officer. With proper training, I will do anything put before me. I am ready to be an Air Force officer.  I would like to thank the selection board for its time and consideration of my application.

---------

Non - Tech

             Purpose, the definition of purpose according to the American Heritage Dictionary is "the object toward which one strives or for which something exists; an aim or a goal."  Working with veterans, both in the nursing home setting and in the hospital setting has given me the opportunity to learn a great deal about the Air Force.  I believe there is no higher purpose in life than to serve my country and my fellow countrymen/women.  Becoming an Air Force Officer would provide me with the opportunity to pursue this mission in greater ways than I could ever do as an individual.  It would grant me experiences that many civilians are not afforded.  I desire more than a job; I desire a mission.  Working on a team of United States' Air Force caliber will offer me the chance to make my life count beyond myself.    

           While I have sought many leadership positions in the past, none will challenge my skills and abilities as much as an Air Force Officer.  However, with great difficulty also comes great potential for growth.  I love to learn and to be able to pass on what I have learned in order to help others.  I believe I have the drive and determination to complete the tasks before me and to lead others effectively and efficiently.  Past experiences have shown that I am able to think quickly and respond strategically to crises while remaining calm.  I have a deep set of morals that include honor, teamwork, faithfulness and respect.  I respect those in leadership above me, while also respecting my peers and my subordinates.  I have learned to be a leader as well as what it takes to be a good follower.  I will bring integrity, loyalty and excellence to the Air Force as an officer.  I will ask nothing of my subordinates that I would not require of myself.  I will go above and beyond regardless of the nature of the job.  I believe if we are faithful in the small things, we will be faithful in the big things.  I do not complete tasks to gain recognition, but rather to fulfill the purpose for what I believe I was made for, which is to serve others.

             My experiences with veterans have taught me that there is a bond between veterans that is deeper than the surface.  This bond is much like a bond between close friends; it cannot be seen with the eyes, but it is felt with the soul.  Currently, I am an outsider.  I desire to experience what the heroes who have gone before me have known to be true and join a team that is committed to integrity, service before self, and excellence in all we do.  Thank you for your service and for considering my application to join a team that is truly one-of-a-kind.

--------

TECH

              I am seeking an opportunity to not only hone my skills as an engineer, but to also challenge and improve myself personally.  The Air Force is a unique organization that will provide me with the training and resources that I need to be able to accomplish more than I could expect to in the civilian sector.   I am not just looking for a job, I'm looking to be a part of a lifestyle that I can take pride in and fully embody, that will take my talents and shape me to be able to achieve higher goals for myself, for my family, and for my country.  It is for this reason that I desire an Air Force Commission.  

             I have ambition and I have fortitude.  In college, I spent hundreds of hours poring over my textbooks and projects to ensure that I understood them and could put these new skills to use.  I never gave up on completing my difficult degree and had to learn to work effectively with many different personalities to accomplish common goals.  As an officer with the United States Air Force, this same determination will help me to handle any obstacles that may arise.   I take pride in the work that I do and have been complimented many times on my attention to detail, organizational and management skills.  I am a fast learner and can easily adapt to any situation.  I love to interact with people and I find that working in groups is very satisfying.  I am energetic, outgoing and have been working to develop my leadership skills by training and mentoring others.   Although I have made great strides from the shy and quiet child I once was to becoming a confident adult, I am convinced that I can achieve more by partnering with the Air Force.  

             Having grown up in a military family, I have a deep sense of patriotism and pride that comes from having multiple family members serve our country.   Although it was sometimes difficult to be away from loved ones, I also knew that what they were doing was special and deeply important.  I want to continue this tradition with my service, and after much time spent in self-reflection, I have decided that this is my calling.  

            My sense of pride and self would be gratified to be a part of this great institution.  Although still raw, my talents would be better enhanced and utilized by the Air Force than they would in any other light.  If commissioned, rest assured that I would be ever vigilant in laboring to attain my personal and professional goals and to exemplify the standards that are set before me as an Office of the United States Air Force.   I'd like to thank the selection board for considering my application.

---------

TECH

     My objectives and reasons for desiring an Air Force commission are to defend my Country, serve my Country, and become an Officer in order to lead others as we serve the greater good of mankind. I have known for the past few years I want a meaningful career and I consider the Air Force to be the best place for me to find this.

     I desire a meaningful and fulfilling career while serving others, as many of my family have done and are doing. My family has a history of serving in the Military. My father is a retired Air Force Colonel and was an F-4 Fighter Pilot; my mother served 11 years in the Air Force and was a C-9 pilot. One of my grandfathers was in the Army Air Corps serving in World War II as a B-26 Bombardier Navigator. My other grandfather served in the US Navy during World War II. I have an uncle who is a retired Air Force Colonel and another uncle who graduated in the second class of the USAFA and served as an F-101 Fighter Pilot in Vietnam. His son also graduated from the USAFA and served as a C-130 Pilot in Iraq. I currently have 5 additional cousins serving in the military, 2 in the Air Force, 1 in the Army, and 2 in the Marine Corps. I would love the priveledge and opportunity to serve and defend my Country as many of my family have done and are doing right now.

     I desire to defend my Country and personal freedoms in a time when more and more people back down instead of facing adversity.  Even if it requires my life in order to protect America and others, I would rather this be the case instead of living to100 but never having accomplished anything meaningful and being able to impact the lives of others.

     What I love about the Air Force is the fact that no matter what I’m doing, I’m a part a team of men and women with a common mission. As an Officer in the Air Force, I will be leading others as we “…support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic…”. 

     I’ve been blessed by having family in the military. I have strong moral character, strong work ethics, and a strong body. I have done ministry work in 5 foreign Countries and know I will adapt and excel in any state or Country I may be stationed. My goal is to earn an Air Force commission where I will be able to lead others as we defend America, fight injustices, defend those not strong enough to defend themselves, and save the lives of others. I would like to thank the Selection Board for considering my application into the United Stated Air Force.  

---------

Pilot 

             Integrity first, Service before self, Excellence in all we do; these are the core values of the Air Force and also my life. I have chosen certain paths to prepare myself for a career as a pilot in the USAF. I earned my Eagle Scout award, worked my way to 2nd Lieutenant and the Executive Officer of Civil Air Patrol, earned my private pilot license, and enlisted in the Indiana Air National Guard. These choices taught me the skills and knowledge to prepare as an Air Force pilot and to succeed. 

I took my first flight in a small Cessna when I was in grade school. I had saved for months to take that flight. After that first hour, an interest in flying turned into a strong obsession. I paid for my lessons by working multiple jobs at the airport; as a journeymen aircraft mechanic during the weekdays and as the airport and terminal administrator on the weekends. I enjoyed flying immensely, but I still desired more; discipline and challenges.

             I joined the local Civil Air Patrol unit where I quickly excelled into leadership positions of the squadron. My drive and dedication, noted by others, gave me the confidence to pursue the Air Force as a life time commitment. I quickly enlisted in the Indiana Air National Guard as a munitions technician (2W051). As an Ammo Troop with the 181st FW, I refined my discipline, learned the Air Force core values, and experienced what being a soldier truly meant. The influential soldiers and officers I worked with allowed me to experience first hand what made an excellent soldier and an officer.

           While at Purdue University, I devoted and persevered scoring a 3.7 GPA in the school of aviation technology. I was selected to be a teacher assistant for several aviation technology courses, including teaching several labs and lecture portion. These leadership positions exemplified the dedication and responsibility I took for helping the students succeed. I took on additional projects for my teachers after classes to earn spare money to pay for flight time. I also exchanged my services as a safety pilot for flight time in various other aircrafts. I was a critical partner in the building and racing hovercraft project competition with the mechanical engineering school. I served three terms as the armorer in competition shooting with the Purdue Rifle and Pistol club. These extracurricular clubs taught me to manage time, acquire important skills, and communication tools with others under stressful times.  I feel I am ready to move forward in my Air Force career and hope to do that as an officer and pilot.  Thank you.

--------

Pilot 

           The reason I aspire to become a commissioned officer in the Air Force is to serve my country by contributing to the protection and overall well being of  our Nation.  In becoming an officer I look to make my family, peers, and fellow countrymen proud.  Being an officer in the Air National Guard will give me the opportunity to give back to the community and our nation.    

            I have always had a love and desire to fly.  When I was a young child growing up, visiting my grandparents in Tucson, AZ, I eagerly gazed at the sky hoping I might catch a glimpse of a military aircraft flying above.  I began my flight training experience at an early age of fifteen even though I knew I could not obtain a pilot’s license until 18.  By becoming a pilot it would allow me to fulfill a lifelong dream of flying one of the most technically advanced aircraft in the world.   

           People say that fighter pilots are the best of the best.  I feel this stereotype fits the mold in which I have lived my life.  I have always strived to be better than the next guy.  I have never played on a sports team which had a losing record.  I’m competitive with a desire to win, and I have found this is only accomplished through hard work and determination.  As a member of the Gonzaga Lacrosse team I started all four years.  I was selected to be a captain as a sophomore and then a team officer as a senior.  People look to me as a leader because of my ability to lead by example.  As an employee at Hein & Associates LLP, a public accounting firm, I was promoted after only ten months of work.  My employers concluded I displayed a high level of work ethic and excellence.  They felt I was deserving of a position with more responsibilities which includes more complex 

areas of work and supervisor duties.  I set my standards and goals high and have been able to achieve them through my work ethic.  

           My experiences as an athlete and a working professional have allowed me to gain the tools and abilities to be both a leader and a team player.  I feel my ability to excel in all aspects of life and my leadership mentality, makes me an excellent candidate to be selected for a pilot slot in the Air Force.  My hard and dedicated work ethic is the result of an attitude that failure is not an option.                                

           I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the selection board for considering my application.  

--------

Navigator / ABM
     “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.”  John F. Kennedy could not have said it better.  All of my reasons for desiring a commission into the United States Air Force are summed up in that one sentence. I have been served my entire life by the people around me who have never asked for anything in return.  After 9/11, it became clear to me it was time I gave back. I did not realize that I took so much advantage of my freedom in this country until terrorists tried to steal it from me. I am ready to stand up for what I believe in and do something amazing for my country. It is my uttermost longing to serve others before myself and dedicate my life to the betterment and protection of America. My commitment to the U.S. Air Force would be my profession and my life, not my career.  

     As an Air Force Officer, not only will my desire and passion to serve and protect my country be an advocate for me, but my strengthened leadership and communication skills will be an asset necessary to make an exceptional officer. Throughout my life I have been involved in numerous activities that have helped me excel and greatly improve my management ability. As a member of a nationally recognized organization known as 4-H, my 12-year involvement in their programs has allowed me to understand and maintain the importance of quality leadership, organization, teamwork, and commitment. 

     Through the instilment of my beliefs and my integrity, I have always pursued my dreams and accomplished anything that I set my mind to do. Not only do I desire to be an Officer in the U.S. Air Force, but I also have an aspiration to become a fighter pilot. My blood is intoxicated with the heart of a pilot given that both my great grandfather and my grandfather were pilots in the Air Force, and my father currently a Senior Captain with UPS.  I have carried on the pilot gene as I am actively working on my Private Pilot License.  Considering I am a college student, money is scarce. However, I found a job at Double Eagle II Airport in order to put money toward my college tuition as well as my license. I work extremely hard to excel in goals and obligations I obtain. This quality will be highly beneficial to the U.S. Air Force. 

     In closing, I would like to thank the selection board for their consideration in giving me the privilege to serve this country that I will forever fight and die for.

--------

Navigator / ABM
It is a privilege, an honor, and my goal to be a United States Air Force Officer. I am determined to protect my country, my family, and the citizens of this nation through the strongest and most organized branch of the military. I choose the Officer program within the United States Air Force because it provides the best training, technologies, and experiences in the world. In an

Air Force Officer, I can see the drive they have to go above and beyond the call of duty. I am seeking the challenges to become part of this family of Officers because I offer a dynamic personal quality driven by my core values, ethics and integrity; the person that I feel fits in unison with the morality of the Officer program.

I desire to be an officer in the United States Air Force because I want to use my well earned college degree in criminal justice to support this worthy endeavor. The United States military is the most reputable entity in which I would be most honored to serve. While wanting to make a life long career in the Air Force, I am looking forward to the discipline and lessons to be learned that will make me a better leader, citizen, and father. I am a capable and determined individual and I offer in return, leadership qualities and the will to work harder than most others. I am very willing to go the extra mile and put forth the maximum effort to complete any and all jobs given me and do it well. I believe the daily life style and demands the United States Air Force requires from individuals is comparable to what I already require of myself.

I am disciplined, successful and highly motivated and always strive to be the very best at everything I do.I have a clear mind a keen desire to learn and the confidence of which I believe will make me a good officer in the U.S.A.F. I have shown myself to be a diligent individual, hard working and always successful at the various jobs I have undertaken.

My college degree, the high grade point average and the accelerated time of completion shows my hard work and the level of strong determination I’m offering. After considering the federal, state and local law enforcement positions, I have found that they were pale in perspective to the opportunities and life long career the United States Air Force has to offer.

I believe that the U.S.A.F. can offer me the daily challenges, comradely and the excellence of life that I strongly desire. I am looking forward to becoming a member of the world’s greatest team. I sincerely thank you for your time and consideration of me for the Officer Candidate position in the United State Air Force.

