Frequently ask questions

How do I apply?  Hopefully, you have already visited my personal website.  It has everything you need to get started.  www.geocities.com/msgt_white/  . Click ‘APPLICATION’
I’d like to meet with you.  How do I schedule an appointment?  I’m normally in my office 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM unless I’m at a scheduled function.  If you’d like to set an appointment, please contact me by phone or email and I’ll be happy to schedule an appointment with you.  Friends and relatives are welcome.  If you’re traveling, I’ll help with hotel arrangements or any other accommodations.  I cover a huge part of the United States which makes face to face meetings very difficult.  In fact, I rarely meet the people who apply.  Although it may seem a bit impersonal, this really doesn’t hamper the process that much.  However, it does require good communication.  It may be necessary for you to visit a local Air Force Enlisted Recruiter in your area but we can assemble your application though email and FedEx if meeting face to face isn’t an option.
Does the Air Force offer any student loan forgiveness or payback of existing student loans?  Not for OTS.  There may be repayment programs for enlisted programs and there may be repayments programs for the Health Professions programs.

Does the Air Force offer any scholarships or sponsorship programs to help pay for college?   Yes there are several depending on the specific program you are interested in.

However, the only OTS sponsorship program is the ‘Air Force Technical Degree Sponsorship Program (TDSP).  It is specifically for engineer students.  Basically, the Air Force enlists you as an E-3 but you don’t have to go to work.  Your ‘job’ is to go to college.  You have the full range of benefits, just as any other Air Force Airman has. After completing school, you’ll attend Basic Officer Training and commission as a 2nd Lt.  My site has information on TDSP.  The other Air Force sponsorship programs are for the Health Professional programs, Health Professions Sponsorship Program (HPSP)
If I’m selected, how long must I serve?  4 years is the basic commission length with 6 years for some rated (flying) positions and 10 years for pilots.

How do I become a pilot?  Basically, you need to be a pilot already (or at least pretty close to being one).  Though OTS, in addition to other qualifying factors, you need previous flying experience to be competitive for a pilot career.  The ‘Pilot Candidate Selection Method’ or PCSM is what the Air Force uses to determine if you are competitive.  The PCSM is computed from your AFOQT ‘Pilot’ score, your TBAS ‘Test, Basic Aviation Skills’ score, and the number of flying hours you have.  So, you can see that flying experience is a large factor in determining your overall PCSM score which must be 75 or higher to be competitive.  Feel free to contact me with questions about becoming a pilot. For more information, visit the PCSM web site https://pcsm.aetc.af.mil/
I’ve had LASIK or other medical treatment to correct my vision.  Is this a problem?

It can be.  There is a mandatory 365 day wait after LASIK or other vision corrective surgery.  Then, you may need a waiver from the Surgeon General.  Speak with me on how this or other elective medical operations can affect your eligibility BEFORE doing it.

I’m considering getting a tattoo.  Is this a problem?  It can be.  The Air Force has some very specific rules governing tattoos.   It’s best to wait until you know the rules.

What are the Physical Fitness requirements for OTS? – First, let me make sure we are talking about the same thing.  Commissioning Physical is a meeting you have with medical personnel at the MEPS to determine if you are physically able to apply.   Physical Fitness or Physical Training is working out at the gym, running, lifting weights, etc.  Physical Fitness Testing or Examination is used to determine your level of Physical Fitness.  All OTS applicants require a Commissioning Physical but most do not require any type of Physical Fitness Examination to apply.  

There will be no Physical Fitness requirements at the MEPS during your Commissioning Physical.  You are visiting the MEPS so that our medical personnel can ensure you are medically qualified to join IE: your heart pumps, your eyes see, your ears hear, your joints bend.  In other words, when you take your Commissioning Physical at the MEPS, you will not be required to run or do pushups or any other form of Physical Fitness exercises.  This visit is similar, in scope, to the yearly physical check up at your own doctor’s office.
There are a  few careers that do require Physical Fitness Examination (PAST test) as a qualification to apply (Special Forces, Special Tactics, Combat Control, etc.) These careers are very physical by nature, and applicants require a higher level of physical fitness to perform them.   However, for most careers, Physical Fitness Testing is not a part of your application process.
The Air Force does have Physical Fitness requirements and you should be participating in some fitness program 2-3 times a week.  As a minimum, you should be able to run a mile and a half, do some pushups / setups, etc.  The OTS website has more information on the AF Physical Fitness program.  http://www.afoats.af.mil/OTS/index.asp
I have a VA disability and/or am receiving VA payments.  Can I apply?  Not usually.  First, you would want to see if you can medically qualify.  That means gathering your medical records and having them evaluated by our doctors at the MEPS.  I’ll need to help you with this.  If it turns out that you medically qualify, then you’ll need to discuss the possibility of having your VA payments ended because AFRS INSTRUCTION 36-2001, page 30, item 12, lists ‘Is receiving disability compensation from any federal or other agency’ as disqualifying.
I’m prior service (have served in the military before) and was a commissioned officer.  I got out for some reason and now I’d like to come back in.  Can I apply though OTS?

No.  If you were in Health Professions, you can reapply with one of our Health Professions recruiters.  All others will need to contact HQ AFPC directly to inquire about transfers or re-entry.  The most current phone number I have is (210) 565-2288
Why does this application process take so long?  There are many things the AF considers before commissioning its officers.  Education, physical, test scores, officer evaluation, and recommendations are the basics.  And, there’s usually a hiccup or two that have to be overcome.  The AFOQT is usually offered on a very limited basis and people usually want to study up for it.  The selection boards only meet certain times of the year to review applications.  If you miss a board, you have to wait for another one.  These are the most common reasons for the application process to drag out.
Some have suggested that there is lag time purposely built into the application process to see if an applicant will have the drive and determination to complete it.  Although those qualities would be highly desirable in a leadership position, I can neither confirm nor deny this…… 
 In everything you do, you’re going to hit a wall, where you’re exhausted, frustrated, and you just want to quit…

It’s what you do after that moment that makes the difference.  

When you want to give up, it’s not about fitness, it’s about character.  

Pride.  Commitment.  Excellence.
