More Diana Hacker Exercises

PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

1)  If you were writing an instruction booklet for machinists, which of the following sentences would you choose?

After the machine stops, move the control to the reverse position.

Move the control to the reverse position after the machine stops.

2)  Which of these requests from a theater playbill, is more effective?

During the performance, make sure cell phones, beepers, and watch alarms are OFF.  And don’t jangle the bangles.

In an effort to behave in a civilized fashion, please turn off cell phones, beepers, and alarms during the performance.  In addition, don’t let your bracelets clank together.

3)  Which college course description has more audience appeal?

English 235, Asian literature, offers students a multicultural experience, helping them move beyond their stereotypes about the “inscrutable” men and women of the East.

If you can’t face Julius Caesar or the Scarlet Letter one more time, are looking for a course that’s truly democratic (nobody can pronounce the book titles correctly)  and would like to get to know the people who inhabit the other side of our shrinking planet, Asian literature - English 235 – is for you.

4)  In a business letter promoting the writer’s company to an audience aware of the company’s former problems, which of these sentences is likely to be more effective?

We have revitalized our company with new marketing strategies, a forward-looking management team, and a wider base of clients.

At this point in time, ours is a revitalized company no longer attached to outmoded marketing concepts, subject to inbred managerial alliances, or dependent on government clients. 

