More Diana Hacker Exercises

PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

1)  In a brochure to be handed out in a medical office, which passage would be more likely to convince patients to take action?

You’ll never get rid of those unsightly, unhealthy extra pounds if you don’t stop stuffing yourself and sitting around like a lump.  If you don’t go on a diet, you’re heading for a miserable life and an early grave, and you’ll have only yourself to blame.

Unfortunately there is no magic pill that can make you lose weight and keep it off.  The best way to tackle the problem is to eat nutritious foods in moderation and to get regular exercise.  You’ll live longer and you’ll enjoy your life more.  Talk to your doctor about the foods and exercises that are right for you.

2)  In a newspaper report on an area’s environmental problems, which sentence would better emphasize Megalocorp’s responsibility for polluting the water?

Between 1970 and 1984, much of the aquatic life died out downstream from the Megalocorp plant, where many tons of raw sewage entered the river.

Between 1970 and 1984, the Megalocorp plant released many tons of raw sewage into the river, killing off much of the aquatic life  downstream.

3)  In an essay describing the presidential election of 2000, which sentence would be more dramatic?

No one expected the 2000 presidential contest to end with the Supreme Court declaring George W Bush the winner, although polls on Election Day showed that the race would be close.

Although polls on Election Day showed that the race would be close, no one expected the 2000 presidential contest to end with the Supreme Court declaring George W Bush the winner.

4)  Here are two emails sent from a student to a professor to request an extension on a paper’s due date.  Which one shows more consideration for the audience?

Dear Professor Blake, At the risk of inconveniencing you, I must confess that the volleyball team of which I am a member has a critical match on the day our next paper is due.  I apologize for this conflict.  What do you advise I should do about this situation?  Sincerely yours, Jane Smith

Dear Professor Blake, I am in your English 205 class (section 2332) and our next paper is due on Friday march2 22.  Because I have an important out of own volleyball match on that day, I would like to request an extension until Monday, March 25.  Will this work for you?  Thanks, Jane Smith.

