Diana Hacker’s Rules for Writing
PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

Which passage would be more effective in a campus newspaper article criticizing the food in the cafeteria’s vending machines?

First and foremost, the hamburgers that are sold in these machines are dry in texture.  They are also cold to the taste.

When I turned to the machine, I decided to try a sizzling hamburger, lean and juicy.  Instead, out came a small dry patty so cold the fat was congealed in tiny globs on top of the meat.

THESIS 

Which is a better thesis statement for a college paper?

A recent trend in law enforcement known as “community policing” shows much more promise in deterring criminal practice.

“Community policing” is a recent trend in law enforcement used in many municipalities across the country.

INTRODUCTION

Which is a better introduction that also states a thesis?

“Soft money” is the term used for campaign distributions that sidesteps laws governing the amount of contributions candidates can get from any one source.  Many election campaigns are financed largely by soft money, whether it is raised by the candidates themselves or by their party organizations.  Soft money pays for such items as television ads that endorse a political issue rather than a candidate.

Every election year, political parties and candidates raise millions of dollars in soft money, campaign distributions that sidesteps laws governing the amount of contributions candidates can get from any one source.  Because unregulated can make winning candidates feel indebted to wealthy donors such as unions and corporations, we must close the undemocratic loopholes in our current campaign finance laws.

