Group Project Guidelines

Each group received an article – if you or a partner lost your copy, they are all available on this site.

You should read the article.  (
As a group, you are responsible for:


Visual aids


Brief summary of article


Connections to Shane  


American fascination with the Wild West/cowboys


Role of the media in supporting the “western” genre/tradition


Notes


Quiz

You will need to divide up responsibilities.   Every member should know what every other member is responsible for so you can complement each other. 

In other words … You will need to work as a group.  Although you will be graded individually, you will let down your teammates if you do not share!  (this, in turn, will be noted by me and you will lose points).

Each member will have to speak to the class to present his work.  You will NOT be allowed to read off a paper and you will NOT be allowed to hold notes in your hand.  

Why?  You will gain confidence and become better speakers.  Do not use your notes or the podium to hide behind.  Your message and your hard work will become “lost” and “hidden” also.  NO ONE will make fun of you, so you have nothing to worry about.

** advice:  If you are afraid of forgetting a point, use the board to outline main points.

Here are guidelines/suggestions for the individual components:

Visual Aids
Provide a visual aid for your article.  You may find photos online or draw elements if you prefer.  You will need to explain your aids to the class.

Brief Summary
Give a quick overview of the article.  What are the main points?  

Connections to Shane
Find a common element (theme, weapon, character, situation) in your article that is also present in Shane.  Did Schaeffer create a realistic setting for his novel?

American Fascination
Arguably, Americans have long been fascinated with cowboys and the “wild west.”  Find something in your article that suggests what we are attracted to.  You may use connections to modern events or personas if that helps.

Role of the Media
The media keeps the “western” tradition alive.  Your article makes reference to some of those ways.  Find and discuss.  

Notes
You will need to help the class take notes.  You may provide an outline.  You may also remind them of what is important and what they should write down.

Quiz
Create a quiz that the class will take.  It should not be too easy (you will lose points) or too challenging.  Remind students along the way what you think is important.  Give them “clues” to possible quiz questions so if they are paying attention, they should pass.

