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Writing Assignment

Ms. McMahon

“Big E” Essay #3

Our class discussions have taken us far, but there is always room for more analysis.  In your final Shane essay, choose one of the following options to continue your in-depth reflections.  Your essay should be 1-2 pages.

Option A:  Is Shane a typical Western hero or is he an anti-hero?  


To answer this question, you must define “hero” before attempting to place Shane in either category.  It will be helpful if you resolve the ending – what happens to him?  Why does he leave?  Where is he going?
Option B:  What does Bob learn from Shane about what it means to be a “man”?  


To answer this question, you must define “masculinity.”  What does Bob think manhood – its responsibilities, etc?  How does Shane fit his definition?
Option C:  Is Bob a reliable narrator?  


To answer this effectively, you must consider the fact that he is a child when the events occur, but he is an adult when he writes about them.  Are his memories accurate?  Do children typically “spy” on adults as much as Bob does during the novel?  Do his emotions cloud his judgment?

Option D:  What is the effect of the novel’s setting?  


Consider how the setting and natural imagery reflects character’s moods and/or the situations they face.  Is this a typical facet of the western genre?
Be aware of sentence structure, spelling, grammar, and paragraph structure.


Essays are due Monday, October 23, 2006.


They are to be typed and turned into www.turnitin.com
