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Course description:
This course addresses the nature and characteristics of educational research and the development of the basic skills necessary for the understanding, planning, and writing of a literature review for a research proposal. 

Course goal:  

Students will write chapter two – the Literature Review - of a research proposal and learn the fundamentals of conducting research.  The proposal must meet the instructor’s formatting standards and must be written in third person, with good grammar, sentence structure, spelling, punctuation, APA style of citations and references, a minimum number of typos, and meet the instructor’s basic requirements. (See the website for guidelines for formatting and a rubric for judging content.)  The finished literature review will be of good quality and form the basis chapter 2 of the student’s research requirement.
Course objectives:

· Provide students with the basic information needed to understand the research process, from idea formulation through data analysis and interpretation.

· Provide students with the skill and knowledge to design their own research investigation on a topic of professional or personal interest.

· Provide students with the knowledge of how to read and understand the literature of educational research.

· Provide students with the knowledge of how to prepare a literature review. 
Required texts:

Fraenkel, J. R. & Wallen, N. E. (2008).  How to design and evaluate research in education (7th ed.). Boston: McGraw Hill

Perrin, R. (2004).  Pocket Guide to APA Style.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company.

	Week
	Class Date
	Focus for the class
	Assignments Due

	1
	January 14
	Intro to class; chapters 1 & 24
	None

	2
	January 21
	Library search 
	Assignment 1; Abstract Practice 1 

	3
	January 28
	Chapters 2 & 5
	Assignment 2; Abstract Practice 2

	4
	February 4
	Chapters 3 & 4
	Assignment 3; Abstract Practice 3

	5
	February 11
	Chapters 7 & 8
	Assignment 4; Abstract 1

	6
	February 18
	Turn in draft #1
	

	7
	February 25
	Chapters 6 & 10
	Assignment 5; Abstract 2

	8
	March 4
	Chapters 11 & 12
	Assignment 6; Abstract 3

	9
	March 11
	No Class – Spring Break
	

	10
	March 18
	Turn in draft #2
	

	11
	March 25
	Chapters 9 & 13
	Assignment 7; Abstract 4

	12
	April 1
	Chapters 17 & 18
	Assignment 8; Abstract 5

	13
	April 8
	Chapter 19 & 23
	Assignment 9; Abstract 6

	14
	April 15
	Turn in draft #3
	

	15
	April 22
	Consultations
	Assignment 10; Abstract 7

	16
	April 29
	Consultations
	

	17
	May 6
	Consultations
	

	18
	May 13
	Final exam week; turn in complete literature review.
	Complete course evaluation on-line


Make-up and Extra Credit:

There are no assumed provisions for make-up work or extra-credit.

Academic Integrity:
The education mission of Quincy University demands that the academic community maintains its integrity and rejects comprise.  Any type of plagiarism or other form of dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Refer to the Quincy University catalog for more detailed information.
Grading details

	Item to be Graded
	Possible

Points
	Comment

	Attendance
	130
	16 opportunities; 10 pts each (130 max)

	Assignments
	200
	10 opportunities; 20 pts each  (200 max)

	Practice Abstracts
	30
	3 practice abstracts; 10 points each (all or none)

	Abstracts
	140
	7 abstracts, 20 points possible each 

	First Draft of CHAPTER 2
	50
	Points for on-time only (all or none)

	Second Draft of CHAPTER 2
	50
	Points for on-time only (all or none)

	Third Draft of CHAPTER 2
	50
	Points for on-time only (all or none)

	Final Draft:
	
	

	CHAPTER 2 Formatting
	150
	e.g., APA style; good grammar and spelling, follow guidelines

	CHAPTER 2 Organization
	150
	e.g., sound reasoning, relevant literature, apply rubric

	REFERENCE section
	50
	Quality sources (15 or more); APA style

	Total
	1000
	


	Grade Scale
	Points

	A
	920

	B
	830


Email and deadlines:
To be frank, for some, email has become the new “the dog ate my homework” excuse.  I do not accept email or internet problems as an excuse. Email in this millennium is efficient and reliable for the most part.  Occasionally, however, a breakdown may result in email communication not working as planned.  These “breakdowns” include typos of email addresses, poor internet connections, hardware failures, software malfunctions, and even the weather. These breakdowns can occur on your end as well as my end. It is wise to ask for a reply that I received the material; this will help you determine if your email attempts have been successful.  Also, it is wise to plan ahead and give yourself time in case there is a problem.  Timing and meeting deadlines are your responsibility.
