Notes about Writing a Literature Reviews:
Finding from different studies that contradict each other:

Don’t forget that you can include contradictory information.  You may, for example, have found sources that demonstrate the effectiveness of character education in middle schools and then you find a study that found that character education in middle schools is not effective.  Go ahead include it. 

When you discuss the issues or the themes found in the research about a topic, don’t be surprised with contradictory information.  Acknowledging it; examining it; and, perhaps, attempting to reconcile it are part of the process.  Often in some articles you find the author(s) attempting to reconcile it.  

What to include when you use a study to make a point:

When you make a statement and cite a study, be sure to then explain the study – this is where your abstracts come in handy.  For example, you write, “Character education in middle schools has been shown to be effective (Smith, 2003).”  The next thing to do is explain the study that Smith conducted.  This is where your abstract “training” comes in handy.  Include in the literature review and give the reader the basics of the study: the purpose, the research question/hypothesis, the procedure, the findings.  The conclusion you already stated.
One incidental effect this will have on your paper is to lengthen it.  It takes space to include the abstract, as it were.  Soon your paper will be longer than you thought!

