[image: image1.jpg]


Quincy University

School of Education



MSE 600



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY




Fall 2008
David D. Shinn, Ph. D.

Adjunct Instructor, Quincy University
Director of Institutional Research

John Wood Community College

Office hours: by appointment

dshinn@jwcc.edu
www.geocities.com/mse501qu/
Course description:
This course addresses the nature and characteristics of educational research and the development of the basic skills necessary for the understanding, planning, and writing of a literature review for a research proposal. 

Course goal:  

Students will write chapter two – the Literature Review - of a research proposal and learn the fundamentals of conducting research.  The proposal must meet the instructor’s formatting standards and must be written in third person, with good grammar, sentence structure, spelling, punctuation, APA style of citations and references, a minimum number of typos, and meet the instructor’s basic requirements. (See the website for guidelines for formatting and a rubric for judging content.)  The finished literature review will be of good quality and form the basis chapter 2 of the student’s research requirement.
Course objectives:

· Provide students with the basic information needed to understand the research process, from idea formulation through data analysis and interpretation.

· Provide students with the skill and knowledge to design their own research investigation on a topic of professional or personal interest.

· Provide students with the knowledge of how to read and understand the literature of educational research.

· Provide students with the knowledge of how to prepare a literature review. 
Required texts:

Suter, W. N. (2006).  Introduction to Educational Research: A Critical Thinking Approach. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications
Pan, M. Ling. (2008). Preparing Literature Reviews. Glendale, AZ: Pyrczak Publishing.
	Week
	Class Date
	Focus for the class
	Due Dates for Work

	
	
	Suter
	Pan
	

	1
	August 20
	Introduction
	

	2
	August 27
	Library
	Assignment 1 due

	
	
	1, 5
	1, 2, 3, 4
	

	3
	September 3
	2, 14
	7
	PA 1; Assignment 2

	4
	September 10
	3, 4
	
	PA 2; Assignment 3

	5
	September 17
	
	6
	Outline/Thoughts due; PA 3; Assignment 4

	6
	September 24
	Return Outline/Thoughts
	Abstract 1; Assignment 5

	
	
	6
	8, 9
	

	7
	October 1
	7
	10
	Abstract 2; Assignment 6

	8
	October 8
	8
	11
	Draft # 1 due; Abstract 3;


	9
	October 15
	Return Draft #1
	Abstract 4; Assignment 7

	
	
	
	12
	

	10
	October 22
	9
	
	Abstract 5; Assignment 8

	11
	October 29
	10, 11
	
	Abstract 6; Assignment 9

	12
	November 5
	12
	
	Abstract 7;Assignment 10

	13
	November 12
	13
	
	Draft # 2 due

	14
	November 19
	Return Draft #2
	

	
	
	
	13, 14
	

	15
	November 26
	No class – Thanksgiving
	

	16
	December 3
	Consultations
	Complete course evaluation on-line

	17
	December 10
	Final draft due
	Final draft due


Make-up and Extra Credit:

There are no assumed provisions for make-up work or extra-credit.

Academic Integrity:
The education mission of Quincy University demands that the academic community maintains its integrity and rejects comprise.  Any type of plagiarism or other form of dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Refer to the Quincy University catalog for more detailed information.

Web site use
At times, you will be required to use the website that corresponds to the Suter textbook.

The website is http://www.sagepub.com/eic.

Grading details

	Item to be Graded
	Possible

Points
	Comment

	Attendance
	130
	15 opportunities; 10 pts each (130 max)

	Assignments
	200
	10 opportunities; 25 pts each  (200 max)

	Practice Abstracts (PA)
	30
	3 practice abstracts; 10 points each (all or none)

	Abstracts
	140
	7 abstracts, 20 points possible each 

	Outline / Thoughts 
	50
	Points for on-time only (all or none)

	First Draft of CHAPTER 2
	50
	Points for on-time only (all or none)

	Second Draft of CHAPTER 2
	50
	Points for on-time only (all or none)

	Final Draft:
	
	

	CHAPTER 2 Formatting
	150
	e.g., APA style; good grammar and spelling, follow guidelines

	CHAPTER 2 Organization
	150
	e.g., sound reasoning, relevant literature, apply rubric

	REFERENCE section
	50
	Quality sources (15 or more); APA style

	Total
	1000
	


	Grade Scale
	Points

	A
	920

	B
	830


Email:
You may correspond with me using email.  Also, you may use email to send me abstracts, assignments, drafts, and the paper.  Send the work as attachments and use MS Word processor.  Materials must be received by 5.30 pm of the day due noted in the syllabus in order to be counted as on-time.  (I will use the time stamped on the email as I see it on my pc.)  My JWCC email address is the best one to use for reliability.
I am not responsible for the inefficiencies of the internet, computer problems, unreliable internet connections, hardware failures, software malfunctions, or the weather.  You email at your own risk.  Please ask for a reply that I received the material; this will help you determine if your email attempts have been successful.  I make no guarantee, however, that I will check my email in time to respond to you before a class or some other deadline.  Timeliness is your responsibility.
