
Romeo and Juliet
Reading Comprehension Questions Act I, scene i-ii

1. What are Gregory and Sampson describing in 1.1.6-20?
2.  What is the significance of biting your thumb?  How does Abram react?
3.  What does Benvolio try to do in lines 65-70?  How does this contrast what Tybalt tries to do?
4.  Do women get involved with the fight?
5.  Prince calls the feuding to a halt.  Translate 1.1.98-100.
6.  What do we learn about Tybalt’s character from what Benvolio says about him (1.1.108-117)?
7.  What does Montague say his only son, Romeo, has become (1.1.140-145)?  What does it mean?
8.  What do Montague, Lady Montague and Benvolio plan to do to try to figure out Romeo?
9.  What is wrong with Romeo?
10. List three of the oxymorons that Romeo uses.  What could this mean about Romeo’s feelings?
11. Who does Romeo love and why?  Why doesn’t she feel the same way?
12. What does Capulet say in 1.2.8-11?
13. Summarize what Capulet says in 1.2.14-34.  What advice does he give Paris?  What does he invite  
      Paris to?  For when?  What does he say might happen to Paris?
14. What does Romeo mean in 1.2.57-60?  What does the way he speaks tell us about his character?
15. What type of part is being thrown?  By whom?  Why does it attract Romeo?  What do he, Benvolio 
      and their friends resolve to do?
16. So far, how do you feel about Romeo’s character?  Explain in detail.
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