March 2, 2004


Today was an interesting day actually.  There was an assembly during two of my classes so obviously I wasn’t teaching anything, but it was nice to talk to my fourth period class about what they thought of the assembly.  There was a motivation speaker who came to try and help the students realize that every choice that they make, no matter how big or small can make a huge difference.  I think I’ll keep my own opinions to myself about the speaker, but I was really interested in the reactions of the students.


I didn’t find anyone who had anything bad to say about him.  Most of the girls said that he was the sweetest guy and they just wanted to give him a hug and the boys didn’t want to comment, but they were rather quiet that period.  I’ve been giving a lot of thought to the man’s method and I just can’t decide what I think.  He was funny and real and he told a personal story and seemed very open to the students, but I almost feel like that his story eclipsed his message.  Afterwards the students were all discussing his tragedy, and being the “English teacher” I had to ask them what they thought his main point was.  A few kids mentioned a couple of things that he said, but most of them just seemed to want to talk about his life.  But that’s just my opinion, and since he’s so successful maybe he really is able to be very successful and reach a lot of people.

March 5, 2004


This was a good week I think.  We’re just about finished with the novel and I think it’s gone pretty well though I have to say that I’ll be so extremely happy to finally be done with this novel.  Not that I don’t like it, but I feel like it’s taken us too long to get through it.  I had so many more activities that I wanted to do which would tie in to the novel, but I just feel like we don’t have time to do them and learn everything they’ll need to know about the novel for the final. It makes me sad, but I do think that for the last week I’m here we’ll be done with Gatsby so maybe we’ll do some stuff that I think is really fun.  I don’t know if they’ll love it, but I think I’ll have some more fun.


I’m also getting sick of vocabulary quizzes, but when I tried to do something different no one did the work.  Since there were so many words this week I told them that I would be quizzing only on one chapter and that we would do something in class with the rest of the words.  So on that day they were supposed to bring in the words (having looked up the definitions) and then I gave them a classwork assignment and said that they could work in pairs if they wanted to.  At the end of the period I think a third of the kids handed something in even though when I walked around they all said they were working.  I had said I wasn’t accepting it on any other day, but no one seemed to care.  I just can’t understand how they don’t care that I’m collecting and grading something and they just ignore it.


And that’s not the worst part.  I promised the quiz would be on Friday (cliché I know), but that’s the way it worked out because of the assembly.  So on Thursday I said that we’d go over the words and we began to go down the list.  I don’t always go around and make certain that everyone has looked them up (I probably do it every other time), but apparently I needed to this week.  I went around and can say that about six out of fifty-three students had actually done their homework.  I didn’t yell, for which I’m very proud of myself, but I did refuse to go over the words and said that they’d be having the quiz anyway.   I just don’t understand what I’m doing wrong sometimes.  Some days I come in and everyone is on the ball and we have a great day and then other I come in and I just want to go back to bed.


Then of course, me being me, I felt bad for the students who had done their work, but not been able to talk to me about it, so I made this week’s quiz really easy.  From what I saw some people still managed to fail, but I’m not going to kick myself over it.  The thing about this quiz that gets me is my bonus question.  I usually ask something from the novel as a bonus question, but last week I had some complaints, so this week I asked an English Grammar question.  I told them that there at 14 punctuation marks in the English language, what are they?  Somehow the students got to the bonus before they finished the quiz and 90% of the questions people asked me were about punctuation.  Since it’s still English I suppose it’s all right, but I just don’t know how I always find the emphasis in my lessons are always on the wrong things.  I have really been coming to discover that student teaching isn’t really practicing teaching; it’s a way to learn that you always have to change what you’re doing because you just don’t know how anything is going to go over.

