February 23, 2004


Well now that vacation is over it’s back to work, but I think that I’m the only person who realized that.  I didn’t think that everyone would have their reading accomplished, but since I assigned it the Thursday before break I thought that some people would have read it then.  Sigh, another reading quiz full of zeros.  


But one thing that I am excited about is the found poetry we did.  We are amidst our quest to figure out who Gatsby really is and to do this we’ve been listing attributes, but I also took a passage where Nick describes Gatsby and had them do found poetry from it.  I was really impressed with the poems, but the thing that got to me the most was that a few students who never seem to get involved were really excited with the idea to write their own poetry.  I even had one boy say that he was going to write a haiku.  It wasn’t a great haiku, but I was still so impressed with his interest in the poetry writing.


I am annoyed with myself slightly because the discussion that was supposed to be about the poetry didn’t go very well.  I had some students volunteer to read the poetry, which was great, but somehow I just wasn’t able to pull it all together.  I can’t decide if I just didn’t have a deeper handle on what I was trying to say, or if the kids were just a little denser about it than I thought they would be.  I really expected them to recognize that we can see a person’s opinion of Gatsby through the different poetry and yet somehow I don’t think that I was able to make everyone see that.  Again I’m pretty sure that I’ll get better at this as I go along, but when we do an exercise that I have personally participated in and loved I hate to have botched it so badly.


Well, tomorrow is my First Observation so I need to make sure everything is “perfect” and add a few prayers that my students are reading tonight so I don’t look like an idiot tomorrow.

February 27, 2004


I’m having the greatest time this afternoon!  This week has gone a lot better than I had hoped, though I’m still making tons of mistakes with everything.  Today I gave a writing prompt, but made the mistake of telling them that it was due on Monday.  I expected them to want to get out of doing homework over the weekend and hurry to write the entire thing during class, but apparently that’s not how this works.  My CT recommended that I might have told them I would be collecting it at the end of class to keep them working, but I guess that will just have to be advice for next time.


The assignment is something that I’m pretty happy with.  I told them to be the audience of a talk show where the Gatsby characters are the cast and to write paragraphs addressing them.  The point was to be specific and use examples from the book, but also to have a chance to vent personal feelings about the characters in the novel.  Most of the students seemed to really get into it, though a few just seemed confused about what I was asking.  I even had one girl, who rarely wants to be involved in anything, dig right in and write a really good looking essay.  

But the best part of the day was one boy in my fourth period class.  He wasn’t writing and when I asked him why he told me that talk shows are against everything he believes in and that all of the characters from Gatsby deserved to die horrible deaths.  So we talked a little more and came up with a solution (I don’t know if it was the exact right thing to do, but I had to try) I changed the assignment for him so that he could write his essay as if he were a hit man out to kill the Gatsby crew.  He would be explaining how he was going to kill them and then writing just what he would say to them before killing them explaining why they were going to die.  I was a little unsure if I should let him do something so violent, but it just doesn’t seem too wrong when he really got into and started writing his essay.

Now though, upon reflection and reading some essays that were handed in today I can’t think that his would any more violent than some others.  A few girls that I think are really nice wrote about the need to stab and kill people who cheat on their spouses.  I know that they were all jesting, but I have to say that’s not where I really expected this assignment to go.

