February 3, 2004


Well today was the day we began the Gatsby web quest I built.  It isn’t the most interactive web quest because we’re going to be using the library computers and I really just didn’t want to put in videos and music that the students really couldn’t use.


I explained the web quest yesterday when I starting talking about the novel.  I was really trying to play up how much fun we’ll have with the novel if the students will only just give it a chance.  But anyway, I realized today just how much of what I say to them just doesn’t register, or is forgotten later on.  I explained that they would have partners and would be doing work online and that each person would have to hand something in as well as the presentations they would be making on Thursday and Friday.   But some how I was the only person who had any clue about any of these things.  The fact is that I know I said it, I wrote it on their dittos AND I posted the information all over the web quest.  Yet somehow no one seems to have any idea that this is a real project that they will be graded on.


The classes went a little better towards the end of the period except for the fact that I had some small glitches with the websites that I really don’t think I could have foreseen.  Most of the students seemed to be getting into the project and for that I’m really grateful.  I still think it was a good idea.  I have had the chance though, to walk around them while they worked and get to talk a little bit one-on-one with the students.  My Cooperating teacher thought that this would be the best kind of way for the students to get to know me a little and to get used to asking me questions and having her defer to me.  I think that it worked out, though I feel like they are depending on my CT to say that once I’m gone she will fix all of the projects they did with me and didn’t like, which she has promised me she won’t do.  I’m really feeling ambivalent about everything right now and I hope that it gets better later on.

February 5, 2004


I’m really upset right now.  The students did their projects in class and yet somehow half of them don’t have anything to hand in to me.  The presentations went pretty well except for the fact that some of the students didn’t have their papers to give some.  I’m also a little unsure about something.  I set up the project to have five different subjects so that no more than two groups would be presenting on the same topics.  And yet I still had some students complain that they didn’t want to say the exact same things as every other group.  Personally I didn’t think that’s why they didn’t want to present, but it’s still some kind of feedback, which seems a little hard to come by with the students.


I was reading the comments from my CT and she said that she hadn’t had them present anything yet so it was new for everyone.  That made me feel a little better though I’m still having such a hard time figuring out what to do with the students that didn’t present, the students that didn’t hand things in.  We’re supposed to start the novel on Monday and I’m really unsure if the students are going to be cooperative enough to get even the minimum of their work done.  I really hope that things get a little easier to tackle as I go along.

