Journal 1-28-2004


I’m writing this journal on my first snow day of the semester!!!  I think that it is so hilarious though it’s kind of bad for the students.  We’re in the middle of regents/midterms week and I suppose it’s kind of selfish to be glad that the English regents was finished so that we wouldn’t have to worry about doing reviews for the rest of the year.  I’ve been sitting in on the regents’ process though and I have to say that it’s just all so silly.  Everyone sits around and then rushes to grade the papers.  I’ve been doing some administrative stuff because I can’t grade regents tests and I can’t say that I wish I were grading because it doesn’t look all that interesting.


The best thing that has happened though is that I’ve been able to talk to the other two student teachers in my cluster a lot more as well as get to know who the teachers in the department are.  There was actually one first year teacher who was so nice and gave us her floppy disks full of lesson plans, tests, and activities so we could get a feel for the kinds of things we’d need to be doing at Deer Park as well as let us steal some great ideas.  I’ve been really amazed by the level of friendliness of everyone here at Deer Park.  All of the teachers go back and forth sharing materials and ideas without even thinking that anyone wouldn’t want to help.  Within days of being here my cooperating teacher had given me a project outline that another teacher had developed for The Great Gatsby and they were more than happy to let me use it so I’ve modeled my first project based on it.  I have to say that one of the things that I was the most afraid of was not being able to make work that is suitable for the students, but the input of the other teachers has really been setting my mind at ease about that.  I really liked this way of easing into my student teaching experience and I’m really hoping that everything continues to go well.

Journal 1-30-04


Today was my first time in front of the class and while I won’t say it was horrible it was horribly nerve wracking.  My cooperating teacher wasn’t able to be there so it was just me, who didn’t know everyone’s names, and a series of subs that didn’t say much either.  I’m pretty lucky though that this was the Friday after regents’ week so a lot of the students were absent anyway.  I’m going to be starting a unit on the Great Gatsby next week, still more nervousness, but for today I was doing some music of the 1920’s.


I brought in music and had made a ditto and everything seemed to go more or less according to the plan I had made.  Except for the fact that almost every student HATED the music. It makes me feel so bad even though I know they aren’t really insulting me.  I tried really hard to think of something that would be fun and help us get in the mood for the novel and I feel like it all blew up in my face.  I have to say that I’m not looking forward to the next assignment very much because I am now convinced that whatever I thought I knew about students I obviously know nothing!  Not in how to teach them, but in what they might like or might be willing to do.  I’m going to just try to keep a positive attitude and hope that when my CT is in the room the students will be a little more receptive.

