
A Woman’s Place is different from the more commonly taught books and deals with issues of race and gender from a minority point of view.  It will be a change from the male dominated literature that we commonly teach in school without alienating the male students from the experiences of the characters in the novel.  The racial issues in the novel are not so linear as to exclude anyone from relating to the feelings of the characters and yet will give students an insight into the minority mind frame, which they may or may not be familiar with.


This novel is written as a series of personal narratives, which is not very common in novels.  The students will be very familiar with this genre by the end of the unit, but they will also understand the reasons why someone would or would not want to use personal narratives to tell a story.  This structure provides opportunities to discuss narrative poetry as well as go into the degree of reliability of a narrator.  The students will do a significant amount of writing, but will also have a chance to perform some of the narratives.

It is an ideal novel for upperclassmen in a high school because the novel’s premise is the experiences of different characters as they go through the collegiate experience.  Although not all students are college bound it is great to work with them on a novel that deals with that time period after high school when so many people feel lost and are struggling to find their footings in the world at large.  I really think that all of my students will be able to relate, at least in part, to some character or characters in this novel and at least one assignment will require them to reflect on which character(s) and why.

This novel also provides tremendous opportunity for both academic and creative writing projects.  While we read the book the students will keep a journal in which they discuss their impressions of each character in the book.  This book showcases so many different people and there is no prescribed ending for any of them.  Each person goes along on a different path and each must discover where happiness lies.  I like the idea of my students receiving the message that there is no one right way to live life, no right way to proceed into their futures.  Everyone has to deal with the same issues of finding identity and forging a future and this novel gives a nice conglomeration of people who, may not have gotten there yet, but seemed to be on the right path though no two paths are ever identical.

The unit will yield several opportunities for grading since it includes several writing assignments, two presentations, and one exam.  The students will have ample notice of the graded projects and whenever writing is involved they will have the chance to rewrite their papers for a better grade.

The novel unit incorporates a great deal of critical thinking and understanding not just what is happening, but why it is happening.  Not just in the plot of the book, but on the part of the author when she wrote the novel.  The students will learn information on a variety of subjects as well as attain a higher level of critical thinking that will aid them later on in their academic careers.

