Handout #3

Hints For Writing a Personal Narrative

·Write I on a blank page. 

·Tell the story as it flows from your mind. 

·Let the story rest in its scattered, unfocused form. 

·Begin rewriting. Shaping events in a way to best suit what you want to say. 

·Rejoice when the aha! of your experience is revealed. 

·Re-write, re-write, and re-write. Little white lies are okay. 

·Use language that is full of words that tap into the senses. 

·Get feedback from a reader. 

·Re-write. 

·Have the essay read aloud. Listen. 

·Fine tune and tweak. 

·Grin from ear-to-ear when everything on the page reveals the aha! in the experience perfectly. 

Homework for Lesson 6


For homework I want everyone to write two more personal narratives like we wrote in class, but this time I want each narrative to be from a different person’s perspective on the same event.  For example, two people who go to a party, but have different experiences.  Try to be creative and feel free to use people and events that you see going on around you.  Write an argument between your brother and sister, or your parents’ first date, or anything else that takes your imaginations.  Try to imbue the narratives with at least one outstanding emotion and remember to keep some kind of action going.  For more examples look back into the novel and see how Golden structured events that multiple experience, but feel differently about.  This should be about 3 pages, typed, and will be handed in on day 14.

