Handout #2

For homework you are going to write two short poems that mimic the styles of Rita Dove and Gwendolyn Brooks.  

-Write one poem in the style of a personal narrative, although you may write as another person.  For the personal narrative remember to have some kind of action going on in the poem.  (Please keep in mind that you will be handing this in, so don’t write anything you wouldn’t want someone else to read.)

-Write a stream of thought poem.  The best way to do this is to relax and try to clear your mind.  Then take the first thought you have and write it down and then keep writing for a few minutes about everywhere the thoughts take you, although there doesn’t need to be any progression of action.

-Make sure that you revise each poem at least once and bring it in to class to be handed in on day 6.

-Refer back to the poems we looked at in class for examples of the different types of poem.

