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Autobiographical Statement


Teaching is an exceedingly noble profession, but my reasons for wanting to be a teacher are very simple: I love literature and the written word and I love working with children.  Teaching is a job that allows me to spend time working with adolescents as well as teaching them about literature, which means that it is pretty much as close to perfect a profession as you can get.  Aside from the field experience associated with Stony Brook’s teaching program I have spent a great deal of time tutoring at all levels (elementary, secondary, and university) and have taught history to elementary-aged students.  I feel that this experience gives me a sturdy foundation for my teaching aspirations as well as confirms my dedication to teaching.


I feel that teaching literature, more than any other subject, requires a great deal of flexibility as well as versatility on the part of the teacher.  While I am aware of the impossibility of interesting or pleasing everyone, it is important to keep trying.  Literature is something that many students will walk into a classroom already expecting to be boring and it is up to the teacher to prove them wrong.  It would be up to me to help facilitate learning and foster an interest in the literature without being too directive towards my students, while constantly trying to think of new ways to enjoy learning literature.  Our education system today is extremely test-oriented and many teachers fall into teaching just the test and I truly hope that I will be able to teach literature in such a way that my students will be learning what I think they need to be learning as well as what they need to know to pass the exams.


In my semester of student teaching I really want to hone my teaching skills as well as do my best to apply the methods that I have spent the last few semesters learning.  I hope to be an asset to my cooperating teacher as well as become an entity in the classroom as opposed to just another warm body that barely interacts with the class.  I would like for my student teaching experience to provide me with the information I need to set realistic goals for my future profession as well show the areas in which I can use improvement.  Overall I want to be part of the learning cycle in which everyone else is learning just as much from me as I am from him or her.

