Warm-up:  5 minutes

· Write a 7 sentence paragraph:



Why do we have laws?

Introduction to Law
&
The Legal System

Unit Objective:  Discuss how societal values impact the legal system.
What is Law?

· A set of rules or regulations by which a government regulates the conduct of people within a society.

· Every society that has ever existed has recognized the need for laws.

· Usually a relationship exists between laws and morals…traditional ideas of right and wrong

Activity:

· Define Chapter 1 vocabulary:

Jurisprudence



Preponderance of evidence


Criminal laws



Limited government

Felonies



Separation of powers

Misdemeanors


Statutes

Civil laws



Checks & balances

Civil action



Veto

Defendant



Judicial review

Plaintiff



Unconstitutional

Prosecutor



Federalism

Beyond a reasonable doubt

Bill of Rights

Warm-up

5 minutes

· Problem 1.3 on page 1.3 in textbook

Values and Laws

Objective:  Discuss how societal values impact the legal system
Definitions:

· Law:  1) established rule of conduct; 2) body of such rules; 3) principle of construction or procedure; 4) rule stating uniform behavior under uniform conditions

· Value: 1) fair return or equivalent for something exchanged; 2) how much something is worth; 3) distinctive quality; 4) guiding principle or ideal
Activity:

· Shipwrecked Sailors
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Warm-up  5 minutes

· Write a 7 sentence paragraph:

How do you think the U.S. law system began?

The History of U.S. Law

Objective:  Analyze the relationship of early and current American law. 
Important Dates Along The Road To Today’s Legal System

· 1700 BC
– Hammurabi’s Code

· 1300 BC 
– Ten Commandments

· 621 BC  
- Draco’s Law

· 530 BC  
- Book of Punishments

· 450 BC  
- The Twelve Tables

· AD 529  
- Justinian’s Code

· 653      
- T’ang Code

· 1100    
- First Law School

· 1215
- Magna Carta

· 1689
- English Bill of Rights

· 1700s
- European Enlightenment

· 1765 
- Blackstone’s Commentaries on the





Laws of England

· 1776
- American Declaration of 




Independence 

· 1787
- U.S. Constitution


· 1791 
- Bill of Rights

· 1865
- 13th Amendment (slavery)

· 1868
- 14th Amendment (due process)

· 1919
- 18th Amendment (prohibition)

· 1920 
- 19th Amendment (women’s vote)

· 1964
- 24th Amendment (strengthen vote)

· 1971 
- 26th Amendment (extend vote)

Activity:

· Construct a timeline from the notes and tape or glue it in your notebook on the activity page

Warm-up  5 minutes

· What do you think the following quote means:

“Even when laws have been written down, they ought not always to remain unaltered.”

--Aristotle

U.S. Law History

Objective:  Analyze the relationship of early and current American law.
Seventeenth - Century        

America

· Most crimes were victimless crimes

· Crimes against society in general

· Offenses to God—crimes were sins and sins were crimes

· Punishment—mainly shaming, repentance, confession and very public

· Justice system run by lay people; decisions made by one person—a judge or magistrate

· Victims provided their own defense

· Juries seldom used—very few lawyers

Eighteenth – Century   


 America

· Crimes became crimes of victims and crimes against property

· Crimes divided by degree of offense:  capital offenses that could receive death penalty

· Punishment became more private and penitentiary system was established

· Due process evolved creating general consensus of fairness

· Abundance of lawyers and juries used more frequently

· Constitution and Bill of Rights

Nineteenth – Century 

  

  America

· Cases began to set precedent

· Judges were elected not appointed

· Law enforcement agencies were established; i.e. police forces, detective agencies, prison officials

· Still upper-class elite who established laws and carried out justice;  criminal justice in colonies was cobbled together from three basic elements: English Law, physical and social environment, and ideology (religion)

Activity:

· Using whatever format is the most comfortable for you (venn-diagram or  paragraph format):


Compare and contrast the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries of the development of American law.

Warm-Up:
5 minutes

Kinds of Law

Objective:  Discover the process of who makes laws and how laws are made.
· Criminal Law:  regulate public conduct and set out duties owed to society

· Civil Law:  regulate relations between individuals or groups of individuals

Activity:

· Define Chapter 2 vocab:

Statutes



Supremacy clause

Bills




Legislative intent

Public hearings


Trials

Appeals(appellate court)
Precedent

And

· Do problem 1.7 on page 14


Warm-up   5 minutes

· “You are better off not knowing how laws and sausages are made.”

--Anonymous

What do you think this means?

Who makes the laws?

Objective:  Discover the process of who and how laws are made.
· Legislatures:  pass laws directly

· Agencies:  develop laws that help put legislative rulings into effect

· Courts:  establish laws as a result of case decisions

Guidelines for drafting laws

· Is the law written in clear language?

· Is the law understandable?

· Does the law contradict any other law?

· Is the law enforceable?

· Are the penalties for breaking the law clear and reasonable?

Activity:

· “The Unclear Law”     p. 21

· Problem 2.2

  p. 22

· Problem 2.3

  p. 23

Warm-up   5 minutes

· What do you think this cartoon means?

The Court System

Objective:   Examine the court system in the U.S.
Court Systems

Federal Courts

· Hear criminal and civil cases involving federal law

· Hear cases involving parties from different states when dispute amount is more that $75,000

· Also known as U.S. District Courts

· Basic trial courts

· There are 96 district courts

· No absolute right to appeal

Appellate Courts

· If you lose at the District Courts you can appeal to the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals

· There are 13 Circuit Courts

· If cases involve issues relating to the Constitution or other federal laws, they can be appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court

Appeals

· One party presents arguments asking the court to change the decision of the trial court; the other party presents arguments supporting the decision of the trial court

· Only lawyers appear before the judges

· Only possible if there is an error of law

· Decides case and issues a written opinion or ruling; sets precedent for similar cases in the future

Activity:

· Chapter 5 vocab:

Trial courts


Parties

Plaintiff



Prosecutor

Defendant


Adversary system

Inquisitional system

Voir Dire

Removal for cause

Premptory challenge

Warm-up  5 minutes

The U.S. Supreme Court

Objective:   Examine the court system in the U.S.
The U.S. Supreme Court

· Jurisdiction is appellate and entirely discretionary

· Writ of Certiorari orders lower courts to send records to S.C. to review

· More than 90% of petitions for writs are denied; the court will not issue a writ unless 4 justices approve—Rule of Four

· Approximately 8,000 cases are appealed and over half come from inmates with 99% of those denied

Activity:

· Chapter 5 vocab:

Appeals court


Error of law

Precedent



Dissenting opinion

Concurring opinion

Petitions of certiorari

Warm-up  5 minutes:
Why do you think these lawyers are portrayed as sharks?
Lawyers

Lawyers

· In China, lawyers are considered the lowest occupation class (very few)

· There are approximately one million lawyers in U.S. 

· There are approximately one million people who work in the legal profession aside from being a lawyer

Reasons To Obtain A Lawyer

· Buying or selling a home or real estate

· Organizing a business

· Changing family status

· Making a will or planning an estate

· Signing a large or important contract

· Handling personal injury / property damage

· Defending a criminal charge / civil charge

How To Get A Lawyer

· Referral from someone you know

· Referral from the Bar Association (local or national….on-line service)

· There are 86 pages in the SWBYP

· Questions to ask your lawyer p.64

· Code of Professional Responsibility p.67

Activity:

· Chapter 6 vocab:

Litigators

Bar associations

Retainer


Contingency fee

Privilege


Disbarred

Legal malpractice

And

· Problem 6.4   page 67

