Warm-up  5 minutes

In a paragraph or two, (Ignoring Drugs) tell me what you believe the major crime problems in Jefferson County are and why you believe that.

Crimes and Criminal Law

Objective:  Discuss and recognize problems in society with regards to legal issues.

2000 Crime Reported (FBI) Jefferson County, Missouri 

Nature of Crimes

· A crime is something one does or fails to do in violation of a law.

· The two main goals of law are to protect human rights for all and to regulate human conduct so people can live in harmony.

· In 2000, there were over 25.8 million victims of crime in America.

· Does crime affect a family even if a crime has not happened do them personally?  

· It costs the United States government over $100 billion dollars a year from taxes (Family of four roughly $1500)

· Reduces property values of homes in high crime areas

· And Schools that could use those tax dollars are being stripped of that money.

Why Crime Happens

· Lack of parental guidance or family stability

· Lack of education (Less skills = no job = crime)

· Abuse of drugs and alcohol, impairing judgments between right and wrong

Crime Happens Continued

· Other Ways;

· Poverty

· Inadequate police protection

· Rising populations

· Breakdown in morals

· Ineffective correctional system

· Influence from T.V

· Little chance of being caught

Suggestions for Combating Crime

· Longer incarceration rates

· Community policing (Neighborhood Watch Programs)

· Improve the education levels in high crime area

Activity:  Define the Following Terms

· Substance Abuse

· Implied consent law

· Restitution

· 1993 Brady Act

· Gun Control Act of 1968

· Crime

· Incarceration

· Gangs

· 2nd Amendment

· Drunk Driving

· Community Policing

Warm-up  5 minutes

· Write at least 7 things that you know about gangs in the United States

Gangs and Crime

Objective:  Discuss and recognize problems in society with regards to legal issues.

Gangs and Crime

· Today’s gangs are more sophisticated and structured.

· Historically they perform pro-social community work and operate government funded programs.

· Female membership increasing but majority are male.

· Join to receive attention and to feel a sense of belonging or because of peer pressure.

· According to the 2000 National Youth Gang Survey:

· > 24,500 gangs in U.S.

· > 772,500 gang members  in U.S.

Gang Membership Prevention

· Intervention programs to encourage non-gang activity

· Provide greater opportunities and job training

· Increase awareness throughout the community of the problem

· Organize prevention strategies

· Prosecute members for illegal activity

· Organize neighborhood watch groups

Warm-up   
5 minutes

· What do you think this cartoon means?

Guns and Gun Control

Objective:  Discuss and recognize problems in society with regards to legal issues.

Guns and the Law

· The ease of gun availability aggravates the crime problem

· Second Amendment right

· Concealed weapons—controversial issue

· Majority of Americans favor stricter gun control laws. 

· The Supreme Court has never used the Second amendment to strike down gun control laws.

1968 Gun Control Act

· It prohibited certain categories of persons from buying or possessing guns (felons, minors, and illegal aliens)

· Required serial numbers on guns

· Prohibited mail order sales of all firearms and ammunition

1968 Gun Control Act Continued

· Prohibits interstate handgun sales

· Set penalties for carrying and using firearms in crimes of violence and drug trafficking

· Set age guidelines for firearm purchases at 18 for shotguns and rifles and 21 for handguns 

1993 Brady Act

· Attorney General creates a national system to check the backgrounds of persons who want to buy guns

· Gun dealers must check the backgrounds before the sale of a gun

· Until backgrounds are checked, there is a mandatory 5 day waiting period

Conceal and Carry Permits

· Originally, it was illegal to conceal weapons in Missouri

· In the Missouri constitution Section 23. That the right of every citizen to keep and bear arms in defense of his home, person and property, or when lawfully summoned in aid of the civil power, shall not be questioned; but this shall not justify the wearing of concealed weapons. Missouri Citizens voted and passed the amendment to the constitution

Conceal and Carry Continued

· Challenged in MO Supreme Court where vote was overturned

· Appealed to Federal Court in St. Louis where they ruled it was legal with permits

·  Green County, Missouri

· 30 Hours safety classes

· Pay $100/ year for permit

Activity:

Discuss in a paragraph or two how you feel about the conceal and carry permits in Missouri.

Warm-up  5 minutes

Discuss in a paragraph:


What would be a method(s) of conquering substance abuse in a school or a community?

Substance Abuse

Objective:  Discuss and recognize problems in society with regards to legal issues.

Substance Abuse

· Criminal activity often related to substance abuse

· Alcohol—most widely abused substance

· Every state has a DWI/DUI law.

· Penalties include but are not limited to:

· Fine

· Enrollment in DWI school

· Community service

· License suspension

· License revocation

· Jail sentence

· Repeat offenders usually end up in jail

· Implied consent laws

· Teens are at a greater risk of being injured or killed in an alcohol related accident

· Teens are affected by alcohol faster and are less experience drivers

· MADD & SADD

· Illegal drugs has also put burden on CJS

Statistics

· 17,419 people died in alcohol-related traffic incidents in 2002, accounting for 41% of all traffic accidents

· Equals two 757 passenger jets crashing each week for 1 year

Activity:  Case Study Group Questions

#1 What is the name of this case and when was it decided?

#2 What is this case challenging?

#3 What impact did this case have on law?

(for example police officers allowed to search a person for their safety) 

#4 What is the group feeling on this case?

Warm-up:   What do you think the following terms mean

· Principal

· Solicitation

· Crime of Omission

· State of Mind

· Motive

Criminal Law

Objective:  Discuss and recognize problems in society with regards to legal issues.

Criminal Law

· Almost all crimes require an act accompanied by a guilty state of mind.

· State of mind differs from motive.

· A few crimes are strict liability offenses.

· Crimes are made up of elements.

· A single act can be both a criminal and civil wrong.

· Crimes are classified as either felonies or misdemeanors.
· Parties to crime

· Principal

· Accomplice

· Accessory before the fact

· Accessory after the fact

· Crime of omission

· Preliminary crimes

· Solicitation

· Attempt

· Conspiracy

· Overt act

Activity:  Scenarios

· Write a scenario that includes at least six law terms covered in class. Remember to include what acts they committed and how the participants should be charged. Be Creative.

Warm-up  

· Write a paragraph about why you believe that suicide has historically taken place.

Crimes against the person

Objective:  Discuss and recognize problems in society with regards to legal issues.

· Homicide- the killing of one human being by another

· Criminal Homicide

· Murder- killing done with malice

· First-degree murder- premeditated murder

· Felony murder- is any killing that takes place during the commission of certain felonies

· Second-degree murder- done with malice, but not premeditated

· Voluntary manslaughter- crime of passion that has done something to the killer causing them to lose control

· Involuntary manslaughter- unintentional killing due to reckless conduct.

· Negligent homicide- death occurring by negligence

· Stalking- occurs when a person repeatedly follows or harassing an individual.

· Suicide- Deliberately taking one’s own life is not a crime, but the attempt is a crime.

Suicide

· Leading cause of death among teenagers.

· 27% of all high school students have seriously thought of committing suicide. (Center of Disease control)

· Elderly commit more suicide than any other category.

· Reasons include, poor grades, peer pressure, overly strict parents, debt, in trouble with the law, STD’s, and loss of significant other.

Assault and Battery

· Assault- is any attempt or threat to carry out a physical attack upon another person.

· Battery- is unlawful physical contact inflicted by one person upon another without consent.

· Different classifications of each; Aggravated, simple, domestic.

Three Types of Rape

· Forcible is the act of unlawful sexual intercourse committed by a man with a woman by force and without her consent.

· Statutory Rape is when sexual intercourse by a male with a female who has not reached the age of consent.

· Date Rape- sexual assault by someone known to the victim (Boyfriend, Date)

Prevention Strategies

· Lock your doors (vehicles and home)

· Get information on the person you are meeting from friends or others you trust

· Inform your date of your limits before hand

· Find your own transportation home

· Don’t leave an event with someone you just met

· Do not abuse drugs or alcohol, impairs judgment

If it happens to you

· Call the police immediately 

· Do not shower or bathe before going to the hospital

· Get tested for STD’s

· Do not wash your clothes

· Tell your parents, school counselor, family doctor, or an adult that you trust

· PRESS CHARGES

Activity:  Answer in complete sentences

· What should be done in circumstances of rape and what should not be done?

· What is the difference between 1st and 2nd degree murder?

· What is the difference between assault and battery?

· What is the difference between voluntary and involuntary manslaughter?

Warm-up:  Answer in a paragraph     5 minutes
· Is vandalism a serious crime?  Should it be prosecuted to the toughest penalties allowed by law or should vandalism just be a slap on the wrist?  Who commits crimes of vandalism?

Crimes against property

Objective:  Discuss and recognize problems in society with regards to legal issues.

Crimes against Property

· Arson- intentional burning of a persons property

· Vandalism-malicious mischief

· Larceny- is the unlawful taking and carrying away of the property of another with intent to steal it. (Shoplifting)

· Embezzlement- is the unlawful taking of property by someone to whom it was entrusted.

· Robbery- unlawful taking of property from someone’s immediate possession by force or intimidation.

· Burglary- unauthorized entry into any structure with the intent to commit a crime, no matter the time of day. 

· Extortion- blackmail

· Forgery- is a crime in which a person falsely makes or alters a document with intent to defraud.

· Receiving stolen property- If you buy or receive any property you believe or know that was stolen

· Unauthorized use of a vehicle- temporary use of a vehicle (joyriding).

· Carjacking- when a person using force or intimidation to steal a car from a driver

Computer Crimes

· Can be defined as any violation of criminal law that involves the use of a computer technology to commit the prohibited act.

· Many angry employees commit computer crimes.

· Hackers- gain illegal access to government or corporate computer systems.

Three types of Computer crimes

· Fraud- usually takes place in online auctions such as EBay, Yahoo auction, and online shopping

· Transmission of obscene images- images of underage male or females

· Pirating of copyrighted programs, videos, and music.

Activity:

· Write at least a half a page about what the difference and similarities are between burglary, robbery, and larceny.

· Answer these two in complete sentences

· Why do young people commit acts of vandalism?

· Why do young people shoplift?

Warm-up  5 minutes

· Write a paragraph:

· If someone pleads temporary insanity, do you believe they should not be held accountable for their crime?   Why or why not?

Defenses

Objective:  Discuss and recognize problems in society with regards to legal issues.

Defenses

· No crime has been committed

· No crime has been committed

· No criminal intent

· Criminal act but act was justified or excusable because  there is an imminent danger of bodily harm.

· Defendant did not commit the crime

· Mistaken identity 

· Or evidence of another committing the crime

Criminal act but not criminally responsible:

· Infancy- 
Children under a certain age do not understand right and wrong

· Entrapment- the police coerced them into committing act, admit guilt.

· Intoxication- to drunk to understand what they did

· Duress- result of coercion or threat of immediate danger to life or personal safety.  

· Insanity- they have a mental disease or defect that affects their judgment.

· Necessity- he/she acts because they are compelled to react to a situation that is unavoidable to protect life.

Activity:  Write a paragraph

· At what age do you think the defense of infancy should be used as a defense in a court of law? Why?  Are there certain offenses that the infancy defense should not be used?

