Contemporary Issues

Country Research Assessment
Purpose:  To develop a key understanding about one of the major countries that are presently in the news so that as issues become prevalent and discussion takes place, each student, who is that country’s authority, can add pertinent information regarding that country to the discussion.

Task:  We will spend at least three days in the school library, January 30, 31 and February 2, and outside class time will be required on your part.  Your task is to conduct research on the country assigned to you obtaining the following information:

  1)  a basic history of the country that helps to explain its standings today

  2)  any national organizations to which the country belongs (WTO, United Nations, etc.)

  3)  religious affiliations or organizations within the country

  4)  population  (broken down into genders, ages, life expectancy, birthrate)
  5)  size of the country (square miles)

  6)  allies

  7)  natural resources found in the country

  8)  GDP and GNP

  9)  annual income for individual workers or households

10)  any debts to foreign countries and who they are (if available)

11)  government structure 

12)  country leader and standing within country

13)  export – import base

14)  military structures
15)  any other information you feel is important to class structure

Format:  The structure of the paper should be in a standard research paper format, with standard font, 1 inch margins, double space, and should be at least 5 pages.  A cover page, and a citation page should be included but is not included in the 5 page text.  
Due date:  Your papers are to be completed and are due on Friday, February 10th.  This will be part of your assessment grade percentage according to the syllabus and is worth 250 points and will be grade based on the attached scoring guide.
