Code of Academic Integrity

Statement of Purpose
Academic integrity is vital to any Educational community for many reasons. Students receive credit for doing assignments because they are supposed to learn from those assignments, and the vast majority do so honestly. Anyone who hands in work that is not his or her own, or who cheats on a test, or plagiarizes a paper, is not learning, is receiving credit dishonestly and is, in effect, stealing from other students. As a consequence, it is crucial that students do their own work. Students who use someone else’s work or ideas without saying so, or who otherwise perform dishonestly in a course, are plagiarizing or cheating. In effect they are lying. Such dishonesty, moreover threatens the integrity not only of the individual student, but also of the university community as a whole.

The following are some rules and examples regarding academic dishonesty. Since academic dishonesty takes place whenever anyone undermines the academic integrity of the institution or attempts to gain an unfair advantage over others, this list is not and cannot be exhaustive. Academic integrity is not simply a matter of conforming to certain rules.

A. Cheating:

While taking a test or examination, students shall rely on their own mastery of the subject and not attempt to receive help in any way not explicitly approved by the instructor; for example, members shall not try to use notes, study aids, or another's work.
Such cheating includes trying to give or obtain information about a test when the instructor states that it is to be confidential. It also includes trying to take someone else's exam, or trying to have someone else take one's own exam. 

B. Fabrication:

Students shall not falsify, invent, or use in a deliberately misleading way any information, data, or citations in any assignment.
This includes making up or changing data or results, or relying on someone else's results, in an experiment or lab assignment. It also includes citing sources that one has not actually used or consulted.

C. Assisting in or contributing to academic dishonesty:

Students shall not help or attempt to help others to commit an act of academic dishonesty.  This includes situations in which one student copies from or uses another student's work; in such situations, both students are likely to be penalized equally severely.  Students are responsible for ensuring that their work is not used improperly by others. This does not include team projects where students are told by their instructor to work together.

One final clarification: oftentimes students discuss assignments among themselves, discussing, say, the theme of a history topic. This is a healthy activity, and I encourage the practice, however; in no case should a student who is writing a paper to use the paper (or notes, etc.) of another student in order to write his/her own essay.
D. Plagiarism:

Students shall not rely on or use someone else's words, ideas, data, or arguments without clearly acknowledging the source and extent of the reliance or use.  The most common way to acknowledge this reliance or indebtedness is to use footnotes or other documentation. It is the students' responsibility to show clearly when and where they are relying on others - partly because others may wish to learn from the same sources from which the original writer learned.  Some examples of plagiarism are listed below.


•  Using someone else's words without acknowledgment. If you use someone else's words, not only must you give 
  
    the source, but you must also put them within quotation marks or use some other appropriate means of 
 
    indicating that the words are not your own. This includes spoken words and written words, and mathematical 
    equations, whether or not they have been formally published.

•  Using someone else's ideas, data, or argument without acknowledgment, even if the words are your own. If  
  
    you use someone else's examples, train of thought, or experimental results, you must acknowledge that use. 
 
    Paraphrasing, summarizing, or rearranging someone else's words, ideas, or results does not alter your 
 
    indebtedness.

•  Acknowledging someone else in a way that will lead a reader to think your indebtedness is less than it actually 
 
    was. For example, if you take a whole paragraph worth of ideas from a source, and include as your final 
 
    sentence a quotation from that source, you must indicate that your indebtedness includes more than just the 
 
    quotation. 

The examples above constitute plagiarism regardless of who or what the source is. The words or ideas of a classmate or of an encyclopedia, or notes from another class, require acknowledgment just as much as the words or ideas of a scholarly book do. Introductions and notes to books also require acknowledgment.

The examples above constitute plagiarism even if you simply forget to include a reference, forget that you used a certain source, or forget that you found certain ideas or a certain argument or certain data in a source. You are responsible for taking careful notes on sources. Notes must clearly identify the information you have obtained and where you acquired it, so that later you can acknowledge your indebtedness accurately. Do not look at a source without having something handy with which to take such notes.

You need not provide footnotes for items that are considered common knowledge. What constitutes common knowledge, however, varies from academic field to academic field, so you should consult with your instructor. In general, the harder it would be for someone to find the fact you have mentioned, the more you need to footnote it. 


THESE SERIOUS OFFENSES WILL BE HANDLED BY THE DISTRICT’S DISCIPLINARY  PROCEDURES.

Penalties:

For a first offense, a student who violates the academic integrity code in a course will receive an F for the course, or, at the discretion of the instructor, a less severe penalty. In no case will the penalty be less than an F (Zero credit) for the paper or assignment. 

I have read and understand the statement above.  I am also aware of the following consequences if I am found guilty of Academic Fraud.

________________________________________________
____________________ 

         (Name of Student)




  (Date)

____________________________________________
__________________


                (Name of Parent or Legal Guardian)



  (Date)

