Module #2

Continuing the Conversation

After reading chapter 4 in Conversations, I have been reflecting a lot on how I am teaching, modeling, and evaluating reading in my second grade classroom. In second grade there is a big focus on the comprehension aspect of reading, and it is an area where I see the biggest range of abilities in my classroom.  Chapter 4 focuses on Teaching Children to Read, and I was particularly interested in the section on Teaching for Strategies.  

After one of our D.E.A.R time periods, I pulled the students together to have a discussion about strategies they were using during their independent reading time. As a class we listed on the board a variety of things they were doing when they struggled with their reading.  We came up with a long list of strategies that the students were using when they read.  I then took this list and made copies for the students to keep in their folders to remind them, What Good Readers Do when they struggle with reading. I then used this list to evaluate the strategies my students were using to see what they understand about reading, and to see what strategies I need to reinforce and teach in the classroom.

After looking through the student’s responses, I saw that many of the strategies revolved around trying to figure out how to read single words.  The students had a variety of great strategies that included blending, decoding, context clues, picture clues, making connections, and even visualization.  However, these strategies were being used to figure out how to read or say the words, and not used for discovering meaning of the word or of the text.  Most of the thinking that was going on while the student’s were reading, had more to do with just reading words, rather than reading to comprehend the text.  I found that the students who are better at comprehending in my classroom, are the ones who shared some of the higher level strategies.  The students who were sharing the strategies about reading single words, were my students who struggled with comprehension.


It appears that my students have a strong belief that good readers are people who can read lots of words. I need to get them to realize that good readers do more than just read words. They need to see the many purposes of reading which include learning, entertaining, and to stimulate ideas in our minds. I think I need to provide more time for my students to not only read in heterogeneous groups, but also to discuss their reading strategies in heterogeneous groups. There are some students in my classroom that are using really great strategies.  I need to use them as resources to model What Good Readers Do.  I also need to be involved in these discussions so I can continue to evaluate how well my students are doing in regard to using the strategies.  I plan to have another time when we make a list of strategies to see if any of the strategies I will focus on in the next couple of weeks, will show up in our next list of What Good Readers Do.
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