Journal # 9
Testing/Report Cards


This week we had to do our third quarter report cards before we took our long awaited spring break. I must admit that it is a task I don’t really enjoy doing.  There are several reasons why I struggle with report cards, and one of the main ones is the grading system we use: B (Beginning), D (Developing), and S (Secure).  As a teacher of second graders, I feel with most of the skills we are teaching, all my students are constantly developing.  There are a few cases where students have learning disabilities, or struggle in particular areas, and it is very obvious they deserve B’s, but they are few and far between.  There are some areas that a few students are secure in and deserve an S, but when you are grading general skills such as reading, writing, problem solving, and science and social studies content, you have to consider that even at the age of 28 I am still developing in all those areas.  That means that 7 and 8 year olds are most certainly still developing. I find most of my report cards look very similar and are loaded with D’s and D+’s.

All my 18 students aren’t nearly as similar in their skills and performance as their report cards look.  So how can a teacher give a more representative view of the student achievements in the classroom?  I think narrative report cards are a good but time consuming answer.  However, parents aren’t always satisfied with this answer because they want the letters and numbers that they are so used to seeing, and they need concrete assessment tools.  Also, I am not confident in my writing skills at this point to feel like I can give a really good narrative report card.  I still think sitting down face to face in a parent teacher conference is one of the best ways to communicate exactly how a student is doing in the classroom.  It is time consuming for both parties, but well worth it!


Another problem I have is the inconsistencies in the grading process between teachers.  We use the same system for K-2.  However, we have teachers using different scales within our grading system.  Some stay strictly with B, D, and S, while others use only  B, B+, D, D+, S, S+, and then some use B-, B, B+, D-, D, D+, S-, S, S+. What is considered a D by one teacher may be a D+ or even an S- by another.  As K-2 we don’t use letter grades by calculating the average score on tests in each subject, we are using observations, assessments, and other classroom activities, and it can more objective than the 3-8 grading system.  So how can we solve this problem without having to go to taking test and giving students in K-2 percentage based grades?

