Integrated Curriculum Unit Planning and Documentation Form

Adapted from Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (www.capeweb.org)

Title of your unit: Courage

1. Overview: 


Courage is a quality that people from all different civilizations and cultures concern themselves with.  In this unit we will explore concepts of courage and how it can impact our every day lives.  We will learn about courageous people from the past and present. 

2. Big Ideas:
· There are many ways to show courage

· Courage enables us to change and do new things

· Courage and fear go together

· Courage is an important trait to possess

3. Inquiry Questions:

· What is courage?

· Why is courage an important trait to possess?

· Who are some courageous people in history and what impact have they had on our society?

· How can having courage help and hurt us?

4. Academic Content Area Objectives:

(Objectives are included in each lesson plan)

· Language Arts

· Math

· Social Studies

· Science

· Art

· Music/Drama

· Physical Education

5. Social and Higher Order Thinking Objectives:
· Students will work in cooperative groups and take on different roles

· Students will work in peer groups during writer’s workshop

· Students will be asked to make inferences and connections while reading

· Students will compare and contrast texts, people, and situations

· Students will reflect on experiences, readings, and discussions

6. Key Words and Vocabulary:
courage, bravery, fear, hero, dreams, perseverance, embarrassed, ashamed, courageous, frightened, pride

7. Time Frame:

This unit will last 4-6 weeks during the months of April and May.  Activities and discussions will occur throughout the day in the classroom, in specials’ classes, and at home.

8. Examples of Learning Activities:
· Pre and post tests to assess student’s knowledge 

· KWL chart on courage

· Reading fiction and non fiction texts throughout the unit and making connections to the theme of courage

· Writing a reflective paper about a time when the students used courage in their own lives

· Completing a research project on a courageous person from the past or present

· Conducting an interview of a family or community member about a time when they used courage

· Collecting quotes about courage and illustrating them

· Painting a portrait of a courageous person

· Performing a jump rope routine from PE in front of the school at a monthly assembly

· Role playing activities

· Dramatic interpretations of real situations involving courage and situations from texts the students have read

· Performing science experiments that involve courage (blind folds and unknown substances)

· Writing songs about courage

9. Assessment:
There will be a pre and post assessment where the students will be asked to define courage and explain how it can be a helpful and harmful trait to possess.  They will also be asked to list some courageous people and why they are or were courageous.  Students will also be assessed through journal writing, written reading comprehension tests, discussion groups, center work, reflective writing assignments, research projects, and completion of homework assignments.

10. Resources:
· A list of children’s literature is attached

· A list of professional resources is attached

· My Friend Martin (video)

· Trumpet of the Swan (video) 

· Parent and community member interviews

11. Outreach 

· Homework assignments will include some shared parent reading activities

· Interview of family and community members

· Research project on a courageous person

· Updated class website for parents and community members to view that shares classroom learning activities

· Newsletters

