Ms. Danna

8th Grade Language Arts Syllabus

2006-2007
Course Description:

This course is designed to engage students in different genres of literature in order to continue the development of skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening and responding to media literacy. Students will read a variety of works from selected authors, poets, and playwrites; analyze selections, discover themes, and further develop vocabulary.

Internet Materials: 
The website for this class can be found on Ms. Danna’s website which is: 
http://www.geocities.com/ms_danna127/Homepage.html
If you are absent from class, you must check the website for announcements and homework. You are responsible for the material missed. If you lose a handout, you must print out a new one from the website on your own time.   

Required Texts: 

Adventures for Readers Book 2, Athena Edition  or any novel given out during the school year. 
You are required to bring your book to class every day. 
Required Materials: 
A loose-leaf binder divided into 5 sections. (I will be giving many handouts) 

A Journal  

A blue or black pen. Work will not be accepted if anything other (such as a pencil or red pen) was used. 
Grades are determined as follows:                                    
Grading Scale:
Tests and quizzes
40% 
A = 90 – 100
Homework assignments: 
30% 
B = 80 -- 89
Projects and reports:        
30% 
C = 73 – 79 





D = 70 – 72
Classroom Policies and Expectations:

1. Students are to enter class on time. Each day there will be an assignment for the students to complete upon arrival. 

2.Students will remain in the classroom until the end of class, unless there is an emergency. No student will be permitted to return to his or her locker.

3. Students will raise their hand and wait quietly to be recognized before speaking.

4. Homework will be given on a regular basis. Students will receive credit only for those assignments that are completed and turned in on time. No partial credit is given for tardy work. No late homework will be accepted.

5.  There will be at least one project assigned per marking period. These major assignments are expected to be turned in on time. You will lose one letter grade for every day these projects are handed in late. 

6. Be proud of the work that you turn in; it is a mark of who you are.  No cheating or plagiarism will be tolerated. Both will result in a failing grade. If you have a question on plagiarism, please contact me or feel free to look at this website: http://sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm  

7. Students are expected to treat one another and myself with respect. Disrespect and disobedience may result in detention, parental contact, office referral, or any combination thereof. 


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I have read and understand the classroom policies, and have discussed these procedures with my parent/child. 

______________________________________________ (student signature)


______________________________________________ (parent signature)  

