Evaluating Secondary Sources

1. What is the thesis (main point or argument) of the book?

2. Can you find any information about the author that would tell you a little about his/her credibility?  If so, is that person qualified to write about this topic?

3. What is the purpose of the book?  Is it to entertain, inform, or argue something new?

4. What kind of sources does the author use?  Are there more primary or secondary sources?  Do you find the sources to be adequate?

5. Does the author make reference notes to his/her sources in the text of the book?

