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I. Class Overview

History is what actually happened in the past, and the representation of that past in the work of historians.  In this class, we will be studying the history of the world beginning with the Renaissance in Europe and all the way through the origins of the Cold War.  We will be examining culture, religion, politics, and the representation of those concepts through the eyes of several different historians.  

II. Class Rules and Expectations

A. This class will operate with three core values: commitment, accountability, and respect.  The level of commitment you devote to this class will determine your success.  You will be held accountable for the quality of work you do, as well as your social interaction in this class.  You will treat every member of the class with respect, and can expect to be treated likewise.  Come ready to think and work.

B. Bring your textbook, paper, and pen/pencil to class every day, without exception.

C. Do not be tardy to this class.  Do not sleep in this class.  These behaviors show a lack of respect, and will not be tolerated.

III. Class Web Site

Accessing the class web site on a regular basis will be mandatory.  Homework assignments and makeup work will be distributed there.  If you do not own a computer, you must make arrangements to use the equipment available in the library.

IV. Class Work

A. The work we will be doing in class will be divided into five categories: Exams, Quizzes, Research, Articles, and Class Work.

B. Exams

Exams will be worth 100 points each and will cover several chapters from the text.  They will consist of multiple choice, true/false, matching, short answer, and essays.  Study guides for each exam will be posted on the web site prior to test day, and we will also have a review session before each exam.

C. Quizzes

Quizzes will cover one chapter at a time and will be worth approximately 50 points each.  They will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer.

D. Research

Throughout the class, you will be expected to complete several research projects.  The basis of History is research.  The library is the historian’s laboratory.  You will be guided step by step through proper research techniques, and will eventually create your own histories with your own representations of what happened in the past.  

E. Articles

The product of the research that historians tirelessly conduct often comes to us in the form of scholarly articles.  You will be expected to read such work and answer questions about them.  The articles and questions will be posted on the web site at the beginning of each new unit.  It is your responsibility to download the articles and questions and turn them in on the day we take the unit exam.

F. Class Work

This category consists of the work we will be doing in class to augment the lecture notes you will be receiving.  If we run out of time during a particular class period, you must complete the work at home.

V. Late work and makeup work

Work missed due to an unexcused absence will be given a 0.  If your absence is excused, the work you missed will be due the day after you return.  After that day, it will be considered late, and 20% will be deducted for each day that it is late.  To help you turn your work in on time, everything we do in class will be posted on the web site.  I will accept assignments through email, but only if your absence is excused.  The bottom line is that you will be held accountable for your work even when you are gone.  You can check the web site, call or email me, or contact one of your classmates for work that you miss.

VI. Parents

I will be doing my best to contact each of you throughout the semester.  Please know that I am always available to discuss the progress of your child in my class.  History is an extremely thought-provoking subject.  I encourage you to visit our class web site to see what we’re up to and to discuss the topics with your child.

I have read and understand the syllabus for Mr. Weber’s World History class.
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