Chapter 7
Section 4


Conflict Theory and Deviance

The conflict perspective views deviance as behavior that threatens those in control.  The rich and powerful use their positions to determine which acts are deviant.

Five characteristics of deviance according to Steven Spitzer:
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The relationship between minorities and the judicial system is another way to view deviance from the conflict perspective.


Victim discounting-

White-collar crime-

What kinds of punishment do the majority of white-
collar criminals receive?
