Chapter 2
Section 1

Research Methods

Like all scientists, sociologists gain their knowledge using research.

The research methods are either qualitative or quantitative.

qualitative-


quantitative-

Types of Research Methods:

Survey Research- people answer a series of questions, usually predetermined.


Advantage: Precision and comparability of answers


Disadvantage: Phrasing of questions introduces bias

Secondary Analysis- information gathered by one researcher is used by another researcher for a different purpose.



Advantage:  Inexpensive


Disadvantage: Information may be outdated
Experiment- research occurs in a laboratory setting with a minimum of contaminating influences.


Advantage: Can be replicated with precision


Disadvantage: Not suited to most sociological research

Case Study- thorough investigation is done of a small group, incident, or community.


Advantage: Provides depth of understanding from 




   group members’ viewpoint


Disadvantage: Difficult to generalize findings from one 




group to another
