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Searching Beyond Google.

Google is a great search engine, and for many searches, it may be all we need. But having other strategies will make us better users of the Internet. For this assignment, you will research using “the invisible web,” (also known as online databases) and subject directories. First you will conduct a search about a topic you might be assigned in a class using both an online database and a subject directory. Then you will compare your findings with Google.  Before you start your search, take some notes on the differences between search engines, online data bases, and subject directories. 

How do search engines work?

Detailed information on how search engines work.

1) How do search engines work? How do they determine which sites are listed at the top of a search?  In at least three sentences, explain the limitations of using a search engine like Google.

	


2) What is a subject directory? How are they different from a search engine? What are the strength and weaknesses of subject directories?


	


3) What is the invisible web? Why are these pages not found during a Google search? What are the strength and weaknesses using the invisible web?


	


4) What is a blog? And what is a wiki, and then describe the difference between them. Why would someone choose to create a blog instead of a wiki?


	


5) You will become an expert on some topic of your choosing. You will create blog that describes what you have learned. The cool thing about the web, is that you can link your comments and observations to other sites on the web. The topic you choose can be anything (that is appropriate to display at school.) Your interests or hobbies, sports or activities, heroes or celebrities, beliefs or causes are all potential topics that you can blog about. Identify the topic that you want to blog about and describe your knowledge and interest in this particular topic. Write 100 words describing your topic. 
	


6) While your opinion is definitely valid and important, you also want to find out different perspectives or facts about your topic. To do this, you will need to do a little research using the web and other resources. 

	Required sources
	Title
	Address

	A website
	
	

	Describe your findings: 



	A blog or wiki
	
	

	Describe your findings: 



	A subject directory
	
	

	Describe your findings: 



	Choose 2 of the following
	
	

	A newspaper or magazine
	
	

	Describe your findings: 



	An online database
	
	

	Describe your findings: 



	A book
	
	

	Describe your findings: 



	An encyclopedia
	
	

	Describe your findings: 




7) Create a new blog at Blogger.com (You will need to create an account with Google first.) Go to this website and click the “Create your blog now” button.
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8) You need to create three posts to this blog about your topic. The subject (title) of each blog is up to you. Each post should be at least 125 words, and you should create links to the other sources and sites that you accessed in your research, even if you think that the site is poorly done. After you have create three posts, paste the URL of your blog in the box below, and then turn this assignment in as Internet 40.


	Paste the address of your blog here. 


