ACRONYM GUIDE

Based on Telecommunications Act of 1996
- A - 

AAD - Accounting and Audits Division of Federal Communications Commission (now referred to as Accounting Safeguards Division (ASD))

AAP - Alternative Access Provider

ABS - Alternative Billing Service

ABS - Average Busy Season

AC - Access Customer

ACAT - Additional Cooperative Acceptance Testing

ACD - Automatic Call Distribution

ACH - Access Charge Handbook

ACN - Access Customer Name

ACNA - Access Customer Name Abbreviation

ACP - Anywhere Call Pickup

ACR - Alternate Carrier Routing

ADA - Abbreviated Dialing Arrangement

ADM - Add/Drop Multiplexing

ADM - Asymmetrical Digital Microcell

ADML - Asymmetrical Digital Microcell Link

ADSL - Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line

AE - Account Executive

AFR - Application for Review

AFUDC - Allowance for Funds Used During Construction

A-GPS - Assisted Global Positioning System

AIN - Advanced Intelligent Network

ALT - Alternative Local Transport Provider

ALTS - Association for Local Telecommunications Service

AM - Access Minute

AMA - Automatic Message Accounting

AML - Actual Measured Loss

AMOU - Access Minutes Of Use also MOU

AMR - Automatic Message Recording

AMRE - Automatic Message Recording Equipment

ANI - Automatic Number Identification

ANI - Automatic Numbering Identification

ANS - Ancillary Network Service

ANSI - Ancillary Network Service Institute

AOC - Access Order Charge

AOCN - Administrative Operating Company Number

AOS - Alternate Operator Service

AP - Program Audio

API - Actual Price Index

ARMIS - Automated Reporting Management Information System

AS - Average Schedule

ASCP - Access Service Connection Point

ASD - Accounting Safeguards Division of Federal Communications Commission (formerly Accounting and Audits Division)

ASEC - Area Specific Exchange Carrier

ASG - Access Service Group

ASR - Access Service Request

AT - Access Tandem

AT&T - AT&T Corp.

ATIS - Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solution

ATM - Asynchronous Transfer Mode

ATM-CRS - Asynchronous Transfer Mode Cell Relay Access Service

ATV - Advanced TeleVision Service

AWC - Area Wide Centrex

- B - 

B&C Agent - Billing and Collection Agent for the North American Numbering Plan 

BEC - Bell Exchange Carrier

BETRS - Basic Exchange Telecommunications Radio Services

BFR - Bona Fide Request

BHMC - Busy Hour Minutes of Capacity

BIR - Bell Independent Relations

BISDN - Broadband Integrated Services Digital Network

BNA - Billing Name and Address

BOCs - Bell Operating Companies

BNA - Billing Name and Address

BP - Billing Percentage (Meet Point)

BPP - Billed Party Preference

BPS - Bits Per Second

BR - Business Relations

BRI - Basic Rate Interface

BSA - Basic Service Arrangement

BSE - Basic Service Element

BSOC - Bell System Operating Company

BTA - Basic Trading Area

BVA - Billing Verification Application

- C - 

C&WF - Cable and Wire Facility

C.F.R. - Code of Federal Regulations

CABS - Carrier Access Billing System

CAC - Circuit Administration Center

CALEA - Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act of 1994

CALLS - Coalition for Affordable Local and Long Distance Service

CAM - Cost Allocation Manual

CAMA - Centralized Automatic Message Accounting

CAN - Customer Name and Address

CAN-SPAM - Controlling the Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Marketing Act of 2003

CAP - Competitive Access Provider

CAP - Cost Analysis Procedures

CARE - Customer Account Record Exchange

CATV - Cable Television

CBIC - Carrier Billing Inquiry Center

CBR - Constant Bit Rate

CC - Company Code

CC - Docket Common Carrier Bureau Docket

CCB - Common Carrier Bureau of the Federal Communications Commission

CCIS - Common Channel Interoffice Signaling System

CCL - Carrier Common Line 

CCNA - Customer Carrier Name Abbreviation

CCS - Common Channel Signaling

CCSA - Common Control Switching Arrangement

CCT or CKT - Circuit

CDAR - Customer Detailed Account Recording

CDP - Customer Designated Premises

CEI Plans - Comparably Efficient Interconnection Plans

CETC - Competitive ETC

CFR - Code of Federal Regulations

CGB - Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau of the Federal Communications
Commission

CHOK - Choke Network (Trunk Access Limitation Arrangment)

CI - Channel Interface

CIB - Consumer Information Bureau

CIC - Carrier Identification Code

CIMAP - Circuit Installation and Maintenance Assistance Package

CIPA - Children’s Internet Protection Act

CIR - Committed Information Rate

CL - Common Line

CLASS - Customer Local Area Signaling Service

CLCI - Common Language Circuit Identifier

CLEC - Competitive Local Exchange Carrier

CLECs - Competitive Local Exchange Carriers

CLEI - Common Language Equipment Identifier

CLLI - Common Language Location Identifier

CM - Channel Mileage

CMDS - Centralized Message Distribution System

CMF - Channel Mileage Facility

CMR - Centralized Mail Remittance

CMRS - Commercial Mobile Radio Services

CMT - Channel Mileage Termination

CN - Customer Node

CNP - Charge Number Parameter

CNS - Complementary Network Service

CO - Central Office

COCOT - Customer-Owned Coin-Operated Telephone 

COE - Central Office Equipment

COG - Centralized Operations Group

COMMISSION - Federal Communications Commission

Cont'd - Continued

COP - Central Office Port

COSMOS - Computer System for Mainframe Operations

CPD - Competitive Price Division of the Federal Communications Commission

CPE - Customer Premise Equipment

CPE - Customer Premises Equipment

CPE - Customer Provided Equipment

CPI - Consumer Price Index

CPL - Cost Per Loop

CPN - Calling Party Number

CPNI - Customer Proprietary Network Information 

CPOC - Carrier Point of Contact

CPP - Customer Premise Port

CRIS - Customer Records Information System

CSOC - Carrier Service Order Center

CSP - Carrier Selection Parameter

CSU - Customer Service Unit

CSWC - Customer Serving Wire Center

CT - Channel Termination

CTIA - Cellular Telecommunications Industry Association

CWC - Cash Working Capital

CWF - Cable and Wire Facility

- D - 

DA - Directory Assistance

dB - decibel

DBAS - Data Base Administration System

dBrnC - Decibel Reference Noise C-Message Weighting

dBrnCO - Decibel Reference Noise C-Message Weighted O

dc - direct current

DCS - Digital Cross Connect System

DD - Digital Data

DDD - Direct Distance Dialing

DDS - Digital Data System (service)

DDS - Dataphone Digital Service

DEM - Dial Equipment Minutes

DEMS - Digital Electronic Message Service

DID - Direct Inward Dialing

DLC - Digital Line Concentrator

DLC - Digital Loop Carrier

DLEC - Data Local Exchange Carrier

DLN - Dialed Number Line

DLR - Design Layout Report

DMA - Data Month Adjustment

DME - Data Month Estimate

DMS 10 - Digital Multiplexed System 10

DMS 100 - Digital Multiplexed System 100

DMS 200 - Digital Multiplexed System 200

DMS 250 - Digital Multiplexed System 250

DMS 500 - Digital Multiplexed System 500

DOD - Direct Outward Dial

DPA - Discount Pricing Arrangement

DS - Digital Signal

DS1 - Digital Signal Level 1

DS1C - Digital Signal Level 1C

DS3 - Digital Signal Level 3

DS4 - Digital Signal Level 4

DSL - Digital Subscriber Line

DSLAM - Digital Subscriber Line Access Mux

DSO - Digital Signal Level o

DSU - Digital Service Unit

DSX - Digital Signal Cross Connect (x) System

DT - Dedicated Transport

DTF - Direct Trunked Facility

DTL - Dial Tone Line

DTO - Dial Tone Office

DTT - Direct Trunked Transport

- E - 

EA - Equal Access

EACR - Equal Access Cost Recovery

EAMI - Equal Access Mechanized Interface

EAS - Extended Area Service

EB - Enforcement Bureau

EC - Exchange Carrier

ECD-SWC - Exchange Carrier Designated-Serving Wire Center

ECSA - Exchange Carrier Standards Association

EDD - Envelope Delay Distortion

EEL - Enhanced Extended Link

EES - Entry/Exit Surrogate

EF - Entrance Facilities

EFT - Electronic Funds Transfer

EML - Expected Measured Loss

EMR - Exchange Message Record 

ENFIA - Exchange Network Facitilites for Interstate Access

EO - End Office

EPL - Echo Path Loss

EPVC - Extended Permanent Virtual Connect

E-rate - Education Rate

ERL - Echo Return Loss

ESP - Enhanced Service Provider

ESS - Electronic Switching System

ESSEX - ESS Centrex Service

ESSX - Electronic Switching System Exchange

ETC - Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 

ETN - Electronic Tandem Network

ETS - Electronic Tandem Service

EU - End User

EUCL - End User Common Line 

EXCH - Exchange

- F - 

f - frequency

FACS - Facilities Assignment and Control System

FANI - Flexible Automatic Number Identification

FCC - Federal Communications Commission

FG - Feature Group

FGA - Feature Group A

FGB - Feature Group B

FGC - Feature Group C

FGD - Feature Group D

FID - Field Identifier

FIT - Federal Income Tax

FITL - Fiber In The Loop

Flex ANI - Flexible Automatic Number Identification

FNPRM - Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

FOC - Firm Order Confirmation

FOIA - Freedom of Information Act

FRAC - Frame Relay Access Connection

FRAS - Frame Relay Access Service

FRIC - Frame Relay Interexchange Connection

FRN - Funding Request Number 

FTC - Federal Trade Commission

FTN - Forward To Number

FTTH - Fiber-To-The-Home

FUSC - Federal Universal Service Charge

FX - Foreign Exchange

- G - 

GAB - Group Access Bridge

Gbps - Gigabit per second

GCI - General Communications, Inc.

GETS - Government Emergency Telecommunications Service

- H - 

H/R - Host/Remote

HC - High Capacity

HCDS - High Capacity Digital System

HDSL - High Bit Rate Digital Subscriber Line

HICAP - High Capacity

HPC - High Probability of Completion

Hz - Hertz

- I - 

IB - International Bureau of the Federal Communications Commission

IC - Interconnection Charge (Switched Access)

IC - Interexchange Carrier

ICAPP - Interexchange Customer Access Planning & Provisioning

ICB - Individual Case Basis

ICCM - Interexchange Customer Access Planning Manager

ICL - Inserted Connection Loss

ICLS - Interstate Common Line Support

ICPOT - IC Point Of Termination also ICPOP

ICPRG - Interexchange Customer Provisioning Relations Group

ICSC - Interexchange Customer Service Center

ICSWC - IC Serving Wire Center

IDC - Interest During Construction

IDDD - International Direct Distance Dialing

IDSL - ISDN based Digital Subscriber Line

IEEE - Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers

ILEC - Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier

ILECs  - Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers

IM - Intermediary Marketing

INA - Information Networking Architecture

INS - Independent NECA Services, Inc. 

INT - Intermediate

InterLATA - Inter-Local Access and Transport Area

IntraLATA - Intra-Local Access and Transport Area

IP - Internet Protocol

IPOs - Independent Payphone Operators

IPPs - Independent Payphone Providers

IS - Information Surcharge

ISDN - Integrated Services Digital Network

ISDN BRI - Integrated Services Digital Network Basic Rate Interface

ISDN PRI - Integrated Services Digital Network Primary Rate Interface

ISP - Internet Service Provider

ISPs - Internet Service Providers

ITC - Independent Telephone Company

ITD - Intertoll Dial

ITTA - Independent Telephone and Telecommunications Alliance

IXCs - Interexchange Carriers

- K - 

Kbps - kilobits per second

kHz - kilohertz

- L - 

L/A - Lifeline Assistance

LAMA - Local Automatic Message Accounting

LAN - Local Area Network

LATA - Local Access and Transport Area 

LBL - Local Business Line 

LC - Location Code

LDMTS - Long Distance Message Telecommunications Service

LECs - Local Exchange Carriers 

LERG - Local Exchange Routing Guide

LFACS - Loop Facilities Asignment and Control System

LIDB - Line Information Data Base

LMDS - Local Multipoint Distribution Service

LNP - Local Number Portability

LOA - Letter Of Agency

LPC - Late Payment Charge

LRN - Location Routing Number

LS - Local Switching

LSRL - Local Reseller

LSS - Local Switching Support

LT - Local Transport

LTF - Local Transport Facility

LTS - Long Term Support

- M - 

M - Metallic

ma - milliamperes

MAG - Multi-Association Group

MAN - Metropolitan Area Networks

MB - Media Bureau of the Federal Communications Commission

Mbps - Megabits per second

MCI - MCI Telecommunications Corporation 

mcs - Microsecond

MFA - Multifunctional Access

MFJ - Modification of Final Judgement

MFS - Metropolitan Fiber Systems

MHz - Megahertz

MMUC - Minimum Monthly Usage Charge

MM-VCC - MultiMedia Virtual Circuit Channel

MOU - Minutes of Use

MP - Meet Point for Billing Percentage

MPX - Multiplexing

MRC - Monthly Recurring Charge

MS - Multiple State

MSA - Market Service Area

MSA - Metropolitan Statistical Area

MSC - Mobile Switching Center

MSI - Management Service, Inc.

MT - Metallic

MTS - Message Telecommunications Service(s)

MTSO - Mobile Telephone Switching Office

MUX - Multiplexing

- N - 

NAC - Network Administration Center

NACPL - National Average Cost Per Loop

NANC - North American Numbering Council

NANP - North American Numbering Plan

NANPA - North American Numbering Plan Administrator

NARUC - National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners

NBANC - North American Billing and Collection, Inc.

NBEC - Non-Bell Exchange Telephone Company

NC - Network Channel

NCC - Network Channel Code

NCI - Network Channel Interface Code

NCTA - Non-conversation Time Additive

NCTA - National Cable Television Association

NCTE - Network Channel Terminating Equipment

NECA - National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc.

NID - Network Interface Device

NNI - Network to Network Interface

NOF - Networks Operations Forum

NOI - Notice of Inquiry

NPA - Numbering Plan Area

NPAC - Number Portability Administrative Center

NPRM - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

NRC - Nonrecurring Charge

NRTA - National Rural Telecom Association

NRUF - Numbering Resource Utilization and Forecast

NSD - Network Services Division of the Federal Communications Commission

NSI - NECA Services, Inc.

NSI - Network Services Inc.

NSP - Network Service Provider

NTCA - National Telephone Cooperative Association 

NTIA - National Telecommunications and Information Administration of United States Department of Commerce 

NTS - Non-Traffic Sensitive

NXX - Three-Digit Central Office Prefix

- O - 

OB&C - Other Billing and Collecting

OBF - Ordering and Billing Forum

OC - Optical Carrier

OC - Optical Channel

OC&C - Other Charges and Credits

OC1 - Optical Carrier Rate 1

OCC - Other Common Carrier

OCN - Operating Company Number

OCP - Optional Calling Plan

OFF - Optional Features and Functions

OI - Office Indicator

OLS - Originating Line Screening

OLT - Optical Line Termination

OMB - Federal Government’s Office of Management and Budget

ONA - Open Network Architecture

ONAL - Off Network Access Line

OPASTCO - Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small Telecommunications Companies

OPP - Office of Plans & Policy

OPX - Off Premise Extension

OSP - Outside Plant

OSPs - Operator Service Providers

OSS - Operational Services System

OSS - Operational Support System

OT - Office Type Code

- P - 

PA - Program Audio

PBX - Private Branch Exchange

PCF - Preferred Carrier Freeze

PCI - Price Cap Index

PCL - Percent Common Line 

PCM - Pulse Code Modulation

PCN - Personal Communications Network 

PCS - Personal Cellular Services

PDA - Personal Digital Assistant

PDN - Public Data Network

PFC - Petition for Clarification

PFR - Petition for Reconsideration

PFRM - Petition for Rulemaking

PIC - Presubscribed Interexchange Carrier

PIC - Primary Interexchane Carrier

PICC - Presubscribed Interexchange Carrier Charge

PIN - Personal Identification Number

PIU - Percent Interstate Usage

PLU - Percent Local Usage

POI - Point of Interface

PON - Purchase Order Number

POP - Point of Presence

POT - Point of Termination

POTS - Plain Old Telephone Service

PPDN - Public Packet Data Network

PPOs - Payphone Operators

PPSN - Public Packet Switched Network

PRI - Primary Rate Interface

PSAP - Public Safety Answering Point

PSC - Public Service Commission

PSDS - Public Switched Digital Services

PSL - Presubscribed Line 

PSN - Public Switched Network

PSPs - Payphone Service Providers

PSTN - Public Switched Telephone Network

PUC - Public Utilities Commission

PVC - Permanent Virtual Connection

PVN - Private Virtual Networks

PVR - PIC Verification Report

- R - 

RADSL - Rate Adaptive Digital Subscriber Line

RAO - Responsible Accounting Officer

RBHC - Regional Bell Holding Companies 

RBOCs - Regional Bell Operating Companies

RCC - Radio Common Carrier

REA - Rural Electrification Administration

RFA - Regulatory Flexibility Act

RHC - Regional Holding Company

RHCC - Rural Health Care Corporation 

RHCP - Rural Health Care Provider

RHD - Rural Health Care Division of the Universal Service Administrative Company

RMS - Remote Switching Modules

ROI - Return On Investment

ROR - Rate Of Return

RSO - Remote Switching Office

RSS - Remote Switching Systems

RTC - Rural Telephone Coalition

RTF - Rural Task Force

RUS - Rural Utilities Service

- S - 

SAC - Service Access Code

SAS - Special Access Surcharge

SBC - SBC Telecommunications, Inc. (comprised of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, Nevada Bell and Pacific Bell)

SBI - Switching Band Index

SBR - Switched-Based Reseller

SCC - State Corporation Commission

SCIS - Switching Cost Information System

SCP - Service Control Point

SDC - System Design Consultant

SDSL - Symmetric Digital Subscriber Line

SEAS - Signaling System Engineering & Administration System

SEC - Securities and Exchange Commission

SECAB - Small Exchange Carrier Access Billing Specification

SECNCI - Secondary NCI

SIS - Separations Information System

SLC - Subscriber Line Charge (Part 69)

S&LC - Schools and Libraries Corporation (Part 54)

SLD - Schools and Libraries Division of the Universal Service Administrative Company

SMA - Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area

SMDI - Station Message Detail Interface

SMDS - Switched Multimegabit Data Service

SMF - Signaling Mileage Facility

SMS - Service Management System

SMSA - Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area

SMT - Signaling Mileage Termination 

SNA - Safety Net Additive

SNAFA - Shared Network Access Facilities Agreement

SNAL - Signaling Network Access Line

SNET - Southern New England Telephone Company

SOAC - Service Order Analysis and Control System

SOCS - Synchronous Optical Channel Service

SONET - Synchronous Optical Network

SOP - Service Order Processor

SP - Signaling Point

SPF - Subscriber Plant Factor

SPIN - Service Provider Identification Number

SPOC - Single Point Of Contact

SPOI - Signaling Point of Interface

Sprint - Sprint Communications Company, L.P.

SPVC - Standard Permanent Virtual Connection

SRL - Singing Return Loss

SS7 - Signaling System 7 

SSN - Switched Service Network

SSP - Service Switching Point

STARS - Sample Traffic Analysis and Reports System

STP - Signal Transfer Point

STS - Synchronous Transport Signal

SVC - Service Type

SWBT - Southwestern Bell Telephone Company

SWC - Serving Wire Center

- T - 

T/O - Terminating/Originating Ratio

TBNP - Thousand Block Number Pooling

TCM - Time Compression Multiplexing

TCPA - Telephone Consumer Protection Act

TDDRA - Congress’ 1992 Telephone Disclosure and Dispute Resolution Act

TDM - Time Division Multiplexing

TELRIC - Total Element Long-Run Incremental Cost

TES - Telephone Exchange Service

TG - Telegraph Grade

TGN - Trunk Group Number

TIRKS - Trunk Integrated Recordkeeping System

TLP - Transmission Level Point

TOPS - Traffic Operator Service System

TPF - Third Party Verification

TPIS - Telecommunications Plant In Service

TPUC - Telephone Plant under Construction

TRP - Tariff Review Plan

TRS - Telecommunications Relay Services

TS - Tandem Switching

TS - Traffic Sensitive

TSC - Two-Six Code

TSF - Tandem Switched Facility

TSP - Telecommunications Service Provider

TSPS - Traffic Service Position System

TST - Tandem-Switched Transport

TV – Television

- U - 

U/S - Universal Service

UBR - Unspecified Bit Rate

ULEC - Unbundled Local Exchange Carrier

UNE - Unbundled Network Element

UNEs - Unbundled Network Elements

UNI - User Network Interface

USAC - Universal Service Administrative Company

USF - Universal Service Fund

USOA - Uniform System of Accounts

USOC - Uniform Service Order Code

USSM - Universal Service Support Mechanism

USTA - United States Telecom Association

- V - 

V - Video

V & H - Vertical & Horizontal

VAN - Value Added Network

VAS - Value Added Service

VBR-nrt - Variable Bit Rate – non-real time

VBR-rt - Variable Bit Rate – real time

VC - Virtual Channel

VCC - Virtual Circuit Channel

VDSL - Very High Bit Rate Digital Subscriber Line 

VG - Voice Grade

VOD - Video On Demand

VoDSL - Voice Over Digital Subscriber Line

VoIP - Voice Over Internet Protocol

VP - Virtual Path

VRS - Video Relay Service

VSAT - Very Small Aperture Terminal

- W - 

WAC - Wireless Access Coalition

WAL - WATS Access Line

WAN - Wide Area Network

WATS - Wide Area Telecommunications Service(s)

WATS-Type - WATS (non-AT&T)

WC - Wire Center

WCB - Wireline Competition Bureau

WCH - Wire Center Horizontal Coordinates

WCV - Wire Center Vertical Coordinates

WSC - Wireless Switching Center

WSO - WATS Serving Office

WTA - Western Telecommunications Alliance

WTB - Wireless Telecommunications Bureau of the Federal Communications Commission

- X - 

XDSL - Digital Subscriber Line

